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beginning of the book. ‘Souvenir, Ch, Rawlings, &., will 
also contribute, but the greater number are by “Grannie i 
herself., Mrs. Weldon sells everything which is given her, for 
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A scientifically accurate description of Manifestations 
recently produced by Spirits, and 


SIMULTANEOUSLY WITNESSED BY THE AUTHOR AND OTHER 
OBSERVERS IN LONDON. 


BY WILLIAM H. HARRISON. 
Limp Cloth, red cdges. Price 1s,; post free Is, Id. 
88, Great Russell Street, London, W.C. 


Or of MESSRS. COLBY AND RICH, 9, Montgomery-st 
Boston, U.S. od cope 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


“As a dispassionate scientific man, he appear 
investigated the subject without ‘ire Gombe ian. Fidena ey the 
result of his examination nas been to identify his opinions with 
those of Messrs. Varley, Crookes and Wallace, in favour not 
only of the absolute reality of the phenomena, but also of 
the genuineness of the communications alleged to be 
given by the spirits of the departed. Into the much vexed 
question of & priort objections to Mr. Harrison’s opinions we 
shall not now enter. We will only say that his descriptions of 
facts are couched in a moderate and truly scientific spirit, that 
he appears to have exhausted every reasonable test which his 
experience led him to make, and that the whole tone of the 
hook {which is singularly free from dogmatic pretension) is 
rigorously logical."—Public Opinion, 

At the autset of his booklet Mr, Harrison disclaims any 
intention of proselytising or forcing his opinion down non- 
Spiritualistic throats, and it ix only fair to admit that the 
succeeding pages are remarkably free from argument and 
deduction, albeit bristling with assertions of the most dumb- 


. founding nature.”-—London Figaro, 


“ Although the author has taken somo trouble to prove that 


: table-turning and spiritual appearances are werthy of more 


attention than the public are disposed to give, yet we 
far from being impressed by the evidence E has brought tor- 
ward, that we acquit the spirits of mortals of performing any 
of the nonsensical acts with which they are accredited.— 
Morning Advertiser. Š 
“The unprejudiced and dispassionate temper in which 
Mr. Harrison seems to have approached the question, eml- 
nently fitted him to test the authenticity and the value of the 
phenomena he undertakes to chronicle, and after 2 careful 
perusal of his little booklet, we are bound to acknowledge that 


: the statement in his preface is fairly sustained. Fle neither 


theorises nor dogmatises, nor attempts to make converts to 
his views. He states occurrences and events, or what he be 
lieves did really happen, in a remarkably clear and narrative 
style, without any attempt at advocacy or argument. Tho 
mode in which Mr, Harrison has discharged histask is praise- 
worthy ; but what of the task itself? To those who are un. 


. acquainted with the pretensions of Spiritualism, and those go- 
i called, and to the majority, incredible manifestations of the 
"spirit world, which are the ordinary concomitants of the 
“system, the revelations contained in Spirit People will appear 
startling and antecedently impossible."—South Wales Daily 


News 


Limp cloth, red edges. Price Is. 1d, post free. 
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SPIRITUALISM CONSIDERED AS A REVIVIFIER OF 
THE CHURCHES. 


Gilbert. From his account it will be seen that he invited a 
youthful medium to his house, put three Fathers of the 
Church to hold him at a table, whilst he (Canon Gilbert) 
sat a little distance off watching everything which took 
place. ‘Thus, in the first place, the reverend observers— 
naturally enough from their want of knowledge—imposed 
their own conditions upon the invisible intelligences present 
instead of waiting for orders; they were working upon the 
amusing though false assumption that the unseen powers 


around them were at their beck and call, and would submit ! 


to their control, for they did not know that they were deal- 
ing with a power which revisits the earth to command, and 


riot to obey. When power is first drawn from a physical l | 
medium he is almost always nervously convulsed, there are | 


violent contractions of his arms and legs, sometimes the 


table is pushed away from him with much force, or his chair |)! 
is pushed back by the spasms in his legs or arms, then not |}, 


unfrequently his head falls backwards over his chair, and he 
lies before the spectators in a dead trance. All these things 
commonly enough occur before any manifestations begin. 
Whether the trance occurs or not, and it is most frequently 
absent, the phenomena usually begin shortly after vital 
energy of some kind has, with these external indications, 
been ‘abstracted from the medium. This is in accordance 
with the law of the conservation of energy, for, by that law, 
if a solid object is moved in one place, force must have been 


drawn from some existing source to do it, otherwise there {i 


would have been an act of creation—a miracle. 


But Canon Gilbert, who, like his friends, knew nothing |}: 


of this, made an outcry directly he saw the slightest 
trembling in the arm of the medium, who truly enough said 
that the motions were involuntary; the interruption never- 


theless had the effect of stopping the incipient symptoms of i}; à 
i}; believe,” and the spiritual gifts which Paul exhorted Chris- 


power being withdrawn from the medium, and induced in 
him a desire to resist the physiological disturbances. The 
reverend gentlemen watched the unfortunate youth like 
hawks; if his hand twitched there was an outcry ; when the 
muscles of his neck were observed to move there was another 
outcry followed by a palaver; probably they dreaded lest 
by twitches his medudla oblongata might drag an arm-chair 
across the room. And go these observers, by their own 
ignorance, imposing their own conditions upon certain 
phenomena not under their control, and of which they knew 
nothing, prevented any manifestations. Other conditions 
than we have hcre mentioned have to be complied with to 
get good manifestations ; some of them are stated in a little 
tract called Mediumship and its Varieties, of which we have 
sent Canon Gilbert a copy, and all can be learnt by the 
uninformed by attending any good circle. 

In London, at the present time, the ministers of the 
Roman Catholic Church have some bottles of the Lourdes 
water, with which cures have commonly been effected in 
other countries, if not in this. We admit the fact. 


faith iu the miraculous cures of the water of Lourdes. We 


will tell how their claims as to the psychological influence of ] 


this water can be tested, just as the three ecclesiastics tested 
the psychological powers of Mr. Eglinton. Canon Gilbert 


shall bring a bottle of the Lourdes water to the premises of | | 


the National Association of Spiritualists, where, a sick 


person shall be in attendance, or an enthusiastic member i 
shall voluntecr in the cause of truth to be made sick by |} 


drugs for the occasion. Canon Gilbert shall then be 
firmly grasped by both wrists by two members of the 


the churches as the phenomena of Spiritualism. 


Canon | | 
Gilbert and his brother clergy have doubtless unbounded H 


council, in order that he may not surreptitiously extract a 
N pill or cunningly-concealed homeopathic globule from his 
Ix another column will be found a report of the sermon |}! 
on Spiritualism delivered Jast Sunday morning at the Roman iti 
Catholic Church, St. Mary’s, Moorfields, by the Rev. Canon į}; : 
i}, coat-tail pocket, Dr. Wyld, who shall sit and watch behind 


pocket wherewith to effect the cure; while his wrists are 
held, he shall be permitted to administer the water to the 
patient. If his elbow shall twitch in the direction of his. 


him, shall immediately raise an outcry to the two holding, 
his wrists that such motion has been observed ; he shall 
then be called upon by three or four members present 
to account for the same. Should he reply that he did. 


i, 1 unconsciously, or that it was of no importance, that 
|), Saying shall be reported in a very meaning tone at the next’ 
ti public meeting of Spiritualists. Should he further, with 
9| dJesuitical casuistry, argue that the spiritual conditions 


were too much those of the persons who held him, and 
too little those under which the Lourdes water had 


i previously effected its cures, and that furthermore the 


witnesses were four to one against him—a very proper 


'{; and reasonable reply under the circumstances—he shall, 
{| in the broadest spirit of fairness, be told that two daily 


newspaper reporters shall be called in, and that they shall 
record what takes place, while Spiritualists shall not do so. 
He shall further be told that if he does not submit to these 
conditions, he ought never again be permitted by his Church 
to preach at Moorfields or anywhere else, Remembering, 
the way in which the penny papers deal with Roman Catholic. 


ii miracles, and the sanctified nature of their reporters, he must 


at once see the fairness of the proposition—the identical 


i : proposition he made to Mr. Eglinton as the very quintes- 


sence of justice. 

Just at the present time nothing is so much needed by 
Mate- 
rialism is rampant everywhere, more especially among the 
intellectual classes, among whom the authority of the 
churches is either openly denied or more frequently prac- 
tically ignored, and ecclesiastics are unable to prove that 
they possess any authority, because they hold only the husks 
ofa departed truth—the “signs which follow them that 


tians to cultivate, being both absent and preached against. 
The temporal power of the Pope is destroyed, and the ques- 
tion raised whether another Pope shall ever be appointed ; 
moreover, Roman Catholics have so shifted the basis of 
their belief to suit modern requirements that on their knees 
every Sunday they pray in public for a heretic monarch— 
the Queen—who some centuries back would have been 
roasted by their Church, Then, again, as regards the Pro- 
testant Church, even Conservatives admit that its severance 
from the State is now only a question of time, and all churches 
alike are treated as superstitious by nearly all the schools of 
modern science. As education progresses priestly power dics 
out. Why is this, when man has aspirations after a higher 
life—when it is natural to him, and is to his happiness and 
moral welfare, to believe in a life hereafter? Because the 
churches give their flocks as proofs of their authority nothing 
but assertions, and traditionary legends riddled with the fires 
of modern criticism. They can prove no authority; the 
spiritual fire, the signs and wonders, once in their midst, 
having died out as the world and temporal power came in. 
People now ask for bread, and receive the dead ashes of the 
past. When, instead of hopelessly preaching to a sceptical and 
sarcastic generation about the reality of the handwriting on 
the wall at Belshazzar’s Feast, Canon Gilbert shall show in 
his church, at Moorfields, handwriting in course of produc- 
tion by a living spirit hand, as the result of his patient 
inquiry into Spiritualism and his assistance in still further 
developing the phenomena, what a lively fluttering there wil] 
be in the dovecot of the Materialists! When that day comes, 


! | two priests will noć be gripping the wrists of the unfortunate 
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medium or prophet, neither will Canon Gilbert sit watching 


him like a hawk, and irreverently making an outcry every || 


time a muscle of his neck moves: the clergy will then no 
longer work upon the egotistical assumption that the invis- 
ible intelligences which produce the handwriting will do 


their bidding, or pay the slightest attention to any authority |: 
And in that happy coming time, when )} 
Canon Gilbert shall tell of the levitations, of the floatings in iý 
the air of the saints of his Church, scientific scoffers may be t 
dumbfounded by the rising in the air of one of the clergy, i} 


they may assume, 


just as Mr. Home floated horizontally about in the drawing- 
room of Mr. S. Œ. Hall, and was felt all over by the Rev. 


make sure that nothing was attached to him. 


Church, and draw the attention thereto of persons who pre- 


viously had looked upon them with the irritating contempt | ing to get it out of their heads afterwards. 


of science, and as devoid of rational foundation, For instance, 


many persons in private life in all parts of the world, quite 


independently of each other, after developing writing medium- 


ship in themselves, find spirits coming to them fuil of | 
trouble and of sorrow, asking above all things to be “prayed || 
for; ” this tends to prove that the Catholic custom of Praying ;} 


for the Dead had a prehistoric origin in real spiritual truth. 


Then again, the levitation of the saints in ancient times, the |} 
appearance of spirit hands and other phenomena, can, in the |}, 
light of modern spiritual manifestations, no longer be con- i); 
As a further i$; 
ii further known letters minutely described, the address, post 
i}; marks, seal, and even the contents, read off when the letters 


priests exercise over their flocks, so that the latter are in most | were enclosed in thick envelopes or boxes. 


sidered by heretics as priestly fabrications. A 
example of the advantage of the study of practical psycho- 
logy, it may be pointed out that the absolute control which 


cases deprived of all power of thinking for themselves, is 
explained by mesmerism. In mesmerism the power of one 
mind over another is pushed to its utmost limits, until such 
effects are produced as those we shall record next week, as 
presented ata lecture delivered at Brixton recently by Mr. 
Redman. 


ages of seven and fourteen, they can never think for them- 
selves afterwards, and will always be the subordinates of the 


maimed; they are thus rendered as helpless spiritually as 
they would have been in the physical world had their legs 
been sawn off when they were young by their elders. 
teachings of the particular Church have nothing to do with 


young minds by the brute force of authority, while they are 
unable to defend themselves. In Spiritualism there is 
nothing of this kind, and the proportion of credulous people 
majority of Spiritualists being critical, scientific persons, 
possessing the power to intellectually sift and to analyse ; 


being nothing of that kind in Spiritualism, we felt compelled 


by him at his own flock, which presented such a glorious 
example of his illustration. Their absolute obedience to him 


must have often been a puzzle to a man of his intellect, if |) 
ij, call forth, perhaps, other equally wonderful phenomena. 


| No one, therefore, is entitled to deny the fact, because he 
` does not meet with it in his own cases, or in any given 


he has never witnessed the subjection of sensitives to the 
operator on the public platform of a “ biologist,” who can 


make boys eat a raw cabbage under the full conviction that } 


it is an apple. Such are a few of the curious psychological 


problems presented to ecclesiastics, which may be solved by | | 


the practical study of Spiritualism and its phenomena. 
‘Canon Gilbert we assume to mean well, and to have no 


desire to state anything but the truth to its uttermost, though |}) 
he has been too hasty in culling one half of his sermon from |) 
a séance conducted without experience, by himself, and the |} 
other half from Asa Mahan’s book, from which he innocently $} 
quoted several vital statements which were inaccurate—had |)! 


not a shadow of foundation—consequently had better have 
been ascribed to the real author than put forward as his own. 
More especially should he have been careful about preaching 
upon an important subject before he knew anything there- 
upon, when he remembers how many devout and intellectual 
sons and daughters of his Church are Spiritualists. Assuming 
then, that he is not more afraid of publishing our side of the 


k > ; ; i(i if th lication i vil, nothing whatever take place. 
Maurice Davies, D.D., of Kensington, while he so floated, to} 1 ne Bopphoaton. BONE HOUDE: NEB ree MAy Lako pags 
iți the phenomena, consequently that many of you may thus obtain them with no 
; Spiritualist present, whereby the imposture theory I broached last Sunday 


Koken: ; icht |S) 
The phenomena of Spiritualism throw considerable light | Fok de in He an aal 


upon the traditions and ceremonies of the Roman Catholic ); 


If the voice of authority is brought to bear upon 


i i ntinuously, between the i} 
chide et ee A iH mottoes, enclosed in boxes or in nutshells. 
| friends, who wish to see and test the fact, to purchase a 
ecclesiastics by whom they were originally spiritually |}! number of these nuts, in different shops, and to seal them 
i}, up in a bag, from whence they are taken by the clairvoyant 
{| by chance, read, noted, and opened. 


The i 


question, than we have been printing his to the length of 


two columns, we asked him but to utter from his pulpit in 
his next sermon, the following paragraph, without alteration 
or emendation :— 


“In reference to what I said on tho last occasion about alleged imposturo 
among professional mediums, the Editor of The Spiritualist has asked mo to 
tell you that there are but two or threo professional mediums in the whole of 
Great Britain, and that Spiritualism rests, not upon them, but upen manifes- 
tations evolved at home among private people. He recommends you to hava 
nothing to do with any professional medium or Spiritualist, but to form 
circlos in your own homes, by four or five of you sitting, with no strangers 
present, in subdued light with your hands upon 2 table, and singing hymns, 
after opening the séance with a prayer for manifestations like those once 
vouchsafed to the Saints of the Catholic Church, coupled with tho request that 
Ho says that 
experience tends to show that one out of every three or four such cirelos obtains 


If Canon Gilbert is not afraid to give them this homœo- 
pathic fragment of honest truth, it will take yards of preach- 


AAKRE K ALAA 


THE PHENOMENA OF CLAIRVOYANCE.* 


BY THE LATE WILLIAM GREGORY, F.R.8.E., PROFESSOR OF CHEMISTRY AT 
EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY, 


Tue clairvoyant can often perceive objects, which are 
wrapped up in paper, or enclosed in boxes or other opaque 
receptacles. Thus, I have seen objects described, as to form, 
colour, surface, markings, down to minute flaws and chipped 
edges, when enclosed in paper, cotton, paste-board boxes, 
wooden boxes, boxes of papier maché, and of metal. I have 


No fact is better 
attested than this; Major Buckley, who would seem to 


{| possess, in an unusual degree, the power of producing in his 


subjects this peculiar form of clairvoyance, has brought, I 
believe, upwards of 140 persons, many of them of high 


a character and education, and 89 of these even in the 


conscious state, to the point of reading, with almost in- 
variable accuracy, although with occasional mistakes, printed 
He causes some 


It is physically im- 
possible for any of the parties concerned to know the con- 


i) tents of any one nut; at the utmost, a clairvoyant, who has 


the result, which is produced solely by the crushing of i had much practice, may, after reading the first few words, 


guess the remainder of a motto previously deciphered. But 


{ out of a certain number, the majority, sometimes all, have 
{| been found new, and besides, new clairvoyants constantly 


to those among other denominations is small, the great : | succeed in this well-devised experiment. 


In regard to this particular form of clairvoyance, I would 


! observe, first; that only a certain proportion of sleepers 


consequently, when Canon Gilbert, last Sunday, again and |}; possess this power, so that any one may very probably not 


again uttered the refrain of “ And still they believe!” there |}: ; : 
J: at one time, and fail at another, from causes explained in 
to suppose that the sarcastic remark was in reality levelled |}; the first section ; thirdly, that it occurs more frequently in 
ii the experience of some mesmerists than in that of others. 


| | Major Buckley, for example, is very successful, while there 


have it; secondly, that the same clairvoyant may succeed 


are some mesmerisers who never produce it at all, but who 


case, or on any one given occasion. 
There are some clairvoyants who cannot thus read or see, 
unless some one be present who knows that which is to be 


: read and seen, therefore in these cases itis performed by 


sympathetic clairvoyance, or thought-reading. I would here 
add, that it would appear that some clairvoyants can thus 
read at one time directly, at another only sympathetically, 
and at a third, perhaps not atall. This is an additional 
reason why a failure, or even a few failures, do not entitle 


ii} us to reject the fact, save asa speciality in the individual 


D! case in which the failure occurs. 


Proceeding onwards, we next find our sleeper perceiving 
objects in the next room, or in that overhead, or in that 


Ni below. This is a frequent phenomenon, requiring no special 


preparation, and usually brought to light by the sleeper, of 
* From Gregory’s Animal Magnetism. — : ai 
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his own accord, remarking what takes place there. It can- 
not be referred to ordinary sympathy with the operator, for 
the latter often does not know the room described; and 
when he does, changes or events in it, taking place at the 
moment, and unknown to the operator, are noticed. I have 
myself seen it frequently. 

It often happens that when the operator knows the room 
described, he and the clairvoyant will dispute about some 
trifling matter, in which he declares the clairvoyant to be 
wrong, just as I have explained under the head of sympathy. 
But it also frequently occurs that the clairvoyant proves to 
be right, some change having been made since the questioner 
last saw it, or even during the experiment. It is needless 
to quote cases, for this is one of the very commonest 
phenomena, and there is none which more forcibly impresses 
us with the fact that the clairvoyant really sees that which 
he describes, But again it must be borne in mind that only 
some clairvoyants exhibit this power, and that those who 
possess it do not possess it at all times, nor, when they do, 
at all times in the same degree, 

The next step is, that the sleeper can see into another 
house, as it were, mentally, and describe it in every part, 
just as he does in the case of the house in which he is. 
This I have often seen, and have had opportunities of 
satisfying myself that his vision, at least in some cases, is 
not determined by sympathy with the operator’s mind, 

In the first place, his description is that of a person 
seeing and examining, for the first time, what he describes. 
He attends to the minutest details of the objects he looks 
at, but often omits, till his attention is called to them, 
objects on which the mind of the operator is dwelling at the 
time. Secondly, he observes the persons who may be in 
the room, and what they are doing, the whole of which may 
be, and often is, unknown to his questioner, but is after- 
wards ascertained to be correct. ‘Thus, in one case which I 
examined, the clairvoyant found my house, which he had 
rever seen nor heard of, and the situation of which he was 
not told. He first noticed the number of steps at the door 
(which I could only have guessed at) correctly; he then 
entered, described the lobby-table and the piece of furniture 
beyond it, on which coats and hats are hung; but omitted 
to notice, till I urged him to look, a pillar in the middle of 
the lobby. He then described the situation, direction, and 
shape of the stair, but stopped to scrutinise the stair-carpet 
and “ queer brass fenders ” (carpet rods) which were new to 
him, but of which I never thought for a moment; then 
entered the drawing-room, minutely and accurately described 
the furniture and ornaments, as far as time was given him 
to do so; noticed various striking peculiarities; saw at one 
time, a man sitting in the room (the man-servant at the 
hour of prayers), and at a later time, only a lady, in a 
particular arm-chair, engaged in reading a new book (which 
turned out quite correct). I give this as a recent specimen 
of a fact often observed. 

In another recent case, a lady, who became a clairvoyant at 
the first sitting, having been mesmerised by Mr. Lewis, 
described the same house, and also saw, in another room, 
a certain lady and gentleman, quite unknown to her, as was 
the house also ; the lady, in a particular dress and head- 
dress, sitting on a sofa with other persons, the gentleman 
standing at a large round table, on which he leaned his 
hand; on the little finger of the hand was a ring, and he 
was conversing with a short, dark-haired gentleman. All of 
which was correct at that moment, save that she called the 
hand on which she saw the ring the right instead of the left. 
This is a frequent, but by no means an uniform blunder of 
clairvoyants. 

The next fact is, that the sleeper, at the request of the 
operator, and frequently of his own accord, visits distant 
places and countries, and describes them, as well as the 
persons in them. This may, as I have already said, be done 
in some cases by sympathy; but there are many cases in 
which ordinary sympathy will not explain it. 

Thus, the clairvoyant will often see and describe accu- 
rately, as is subsequently ascertained, places, objects, and 
people, totally unknown to the operator, or to any one pre- 
sent; and he will likewise, in describing such as are known 
to the operator, notice details and changes which could not 
be known to him. 
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The clairvoyant appears, as it were, mentally to go to the 
place named. He often finds himself, first, in xo'place, but 
floating, as it were, on air, or in space, and in a very short 
time exclaims, “ Now, I am there.” The place named is 
the first, as a general rule, that presents itself to him. But ` 
whether it be so, or whether he sees, first, some other place, 
a certain internal feeling tells him when he is right. If it 
be a distant town, and no house be specified to him, he will 
either see a general panoramic view of it, as from a neigh- 
bouring hill, or from a height in the air, and describe this 
as he would a map or bird’s-eye view, or he will find him- 
self in some street, place, square, or promenade, which, 
although not specified to him, is at once recognised from 
his account of it. He sees and describes the trees, roads, 
streets, houses, churches, fountains, and walks, and the 
people moving in them, and his expressions of delight and 
surprise are unceasing. If sent thither, to use his almost 
invariable phrase, a second or a third time, the sleeper will 
see the same objects, but remarks the change on the living 
part of the picture. 


PEt 


PSYCHOLOGICAL PHENOMENA AMONG THE SCOTTISH- Prasanrry.—Joseph 
Dobie, of Stirling Centre, Minnesota, U.S., who formerly lived in Scot- 
land, and while a young man joined the Established Church there, 
writes to the Banner of Light :—“ Although a church member, I was a 
believer in spirits coming back and communing with men, and no church 
influence could erase it from my mind; and that was the general belief 
in Scotland in my boyhood days. But now, if you mention Spiritualism 
to them, they will fly into a passion, call you an ‘infidel,’ and tell you 
that it’s ‘alla Yankee humbug,’ as they told me last summer, when on 
a visit to my native land. On the farm where I was born and raised to 
manhood, some very mysterious things happened before the date of 
modern Spiritualism. My mother was sitting all alone one Sunday 
night, after all the rest had gone to bed, and suddenly she heard a sound 
like the tramp of a small troop of cavalry coming into the door-yard 
from the north. She supposed it might be horses that had broken out 
of the pasture lot, and thought that they could get no further, as she 
had been out last and shutthe gate; but to her surprise, the gate was 
instantly thrown open, and they passed on. She went out to ascertain 
what the matter was, but saw nothing, not even any tracks, and when 
she attempted to shut the gate, she discovered that the iron hook that 
fastened it was broken in two! Afterwards all were satisfied that no 
horses had been there. Another time, one of my sisters was sent on an 
errand in the forenoon of the day, She was barefooted, as it was in the 
summer time, and in going over a thorn hedge she gota thorn in her 
foot, and being only about nine years of age, she sat down and com- 
menced to ery because she could not pull it out. A voice spoke to her, 
and asked what was the matter. She looked to see where the voice 
came from, no one was to be seen, but the thorn had been extracted 
from the foot. Many other singular incidents happened on that place 
forty years ago and over.” 


SPIRITUALISM IN BRIGHTON.—Last evening, in the King’s Apartments 
of the Royal Pavilion, Brighton, an inspirational oration on “ Spirit- 
ualism as a Science and as a Religion,” was given by Mr, W. J. 
Colville. There was a very good attendance. The Chairman (Mr, W. 
Gill) introduced the lecturer, and in doing so remarked that it was not 
a subject decided upon by him, but one which had been selected for 
him. The lecturer, in opening his subject, remarked that if they 
found anything in the world which could be a science and a religion at 
the same time, it must, undoubtedly, be acknowledged that they had 
made a discovery which would be of the utmost importance to the 
human race. Science and religion were two great powers, and had. 
always been great powers in the world; and there was, perhaps, never 
a time when science was so great a power as at the present time, 
Religion, too, was a great power amongst humanity, and was bound up 
with science, the two proceeding from the same great source. Such 
was Spiritualism, which rejected none of the known sciences ; there 
was nothing in Spiritualism which in any way contradicted that which 
had already been brought to light. Spiritualism was a science which 
upheld the mind and concerned the highest part of human nature, and, 
while it did not contradict any known truth, it revealed truth which 
could not be shown in any other way. He asked them, therefore, to 
cultivate faculties which would enable them to communicate with 
those spirits who were ready and willing to communicate with them 
and cheer them with their presence and with their words of sympathy 
and love. Speaking of the recent persecution of mediums, he re~ 
marked that it was wrong to intertere with those who were only 
searching fur the furtherance of the truth. In concluding, he stated 
that the laws which Spiritualism imposed were purity of mind and 
body, and obedience to the laws of God as revealed by Nature in 
thousands of different ways, Questions relative to the subject having 
been invited, a number were asked, amongst which was one inquiring 
who the spirit was who had controlled the lecturer throughout the 
address. In reply, the lecturer stated that he was the spirit of George 
Rush, of the United States, who passed away in the year 1857, A 
hymn having been sung, at the request of the chairman several subjects 
were submitted for the impromptu poems, the two chosen being 
“War” and “The Last Man,” upon each of which themes the lec- 
turer declaimed a number of verses, which were greeted with applause. 
The proceedings were brought to a close shortly before eleyen o'clock 


iti with the benediction.—Sussex Daily News, April 19th, 
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SPIRITUAL INFLUENCES IN THE CONVENTS OF ROME. 
BY CATHERINE WOODFORDE, 

Mzpiums are sacred from the doubts, suspicions of false- 
hood and unbelief, which may assail other minds when they 
are informed of miraculous powers inhering in objects which 
in outward appearance are either insignificant, paltry, and 
tawdry, or repulsively ugly. They do not drift out into the 
broad ocean of absolute rejection of everything supernatural 
wherein the mind finds no anchorage for its hopes, no haven 
of calm certainty, but is reduced to the necessity of per- 
petually drifting with the winds and tides, until at length 
some hidden rock of stubborn fact catches the frail vessel of 
unbelief and makes it a wreck. Relying upon the infallible 


spirit sense, the truly developed medium remains passively HT 


receptive to what may be revealed by contact, or contiguity, 
permitting no prejudices of the mind for or against, knowing 
full well how deceptive are earthly appearances, and how 
fallacions human reasoning. If there be spirit power in an 
object, or place, a medium will feel its nature and describe 
it. Ifthe influence be beautiful and pure, the medium’s feel- 
ings will be those of calm or peaceful happiness, or joy; | 
if the contrary, the medium will be sad, restless, uneasy, | 
wretched. If the alleged possession of power be a false pre- 
tence, the medium will know it too. | 

Passing in front of the sarcophagus of Egyptian porphyry | 
enclosing the remains of St. Bartholomew in the church | 
dedicated to him, the writer, not observing that it was a `i 
sarcophagus, for the priests have converted it into an altar, 
felt herself arrested by a singular influence, which seemed to 
come forth and envelope her, stilling her to quietude and 
holding her spell-bound. It wasa calm, placid influence, 


TUALIS®. 


indeed rather as if a friend held your attention with 2): 
affectionate interest, but also with a powerful command. At}: 
once the thought came—“ There must be some one buried į} 


here, or St. Bartholomew is really in his church.” Then 
for the first time, casting inquiring looks around, it was per- | 
ceived that the altar was in shape like a sarcophagus of | 
ancient days, supported by feet; and afterwards the fact was 
ascertained that the remains of the martyred Bartholomew 
had here found sepulture. A gentle presence, but new and 
strange, accompanied the writer until she left the church, 
and the conviction was forced upon her that it was Bartholo- 
mew ; but she did not hear a word until after reaching home, 


when the good benignant spirit addressed her, and spoke of | i 


the work he was happy in doing for souls who resorted to 
lim for help; of the compassion and tenderness with which 
it was necessary to deal with beings immured in the flesh; 
and that spirits putting aside all considerations of ignorance 


orerror in those who addressed them, sought only for the | 


pure flower of loving trust and faith, and that earnest devo- 
tion which proceeds from it. Much could be done for souls 
who were of this type, and although spirits had not the 
power to alter external circumstances, nor change tlie 
character of society, yet to each individual was given as 
much as he could receive of those dispositions, and inclina- 
tions essential to preserve him from lower spiritual de- 
gradation, and in some cases to ensure progression, however 
slow. 

This was in answer to prayer, which formed a link be- 
tween them and the applicant, by which they could reach the 
soul by the permission and grace of God, whose Divine love 
it was, flowing through them, gave them the power. Even 
when mortals prayed direct to God, the Divine help was 
given through attendant spirits and angels; all souls being 
thus linked together and to God, throngh various gradations. 
He said he was the tutelary spirit over the church dedicated 
to him, and hada large number of spirits working under him 
for the relief of human necessities. All spirits who knew 
anything about it—and strange to say there wcre many who 
did not—rejoiced at the new light froin heaven descending 
into the minds of men concerning the influence of spirits 


over them, their constant nearness, and the possibility of | 


communication between the two worlds. They were looking 


to see it recognised by the churches, and made a part of i 


education. That the office of a medium should be considered 
as holy as that ofa priest, and should not be degraded to 
low uses, mediums should dedicate themselves to the love 


and services of God, Spiritualism was the hidden heart of D 


all religion, as it was of life itself, for there could be 


no life without spirit, The Romish Church veiled it 
too much, jealously reserving it for the holy in that 
church alone. Other churches rejected much of it as. 
Roman Catholic mummery and superstition, and in their . 
desire to escape the so-called errors of that Church, had fallen ` 
into the greater error of almost suppressing the action of | 
spirit in their midst altogether. Spiritualism was for all 
men; properly exercised and directed, it would tend to the 
exaltation and uplifting of the race, and the firmer establish- 
ment of religion. Were it not for the power of spirit, and 
medial receptiveness in man, the Church would never have 
had its martyrs and saints; but it was the spirit working in 
and upon man which has been, and is the origin of all 
human greatness. So said my communicant. 

The same afternoon, on visiting another church, the 
writer was struck by the extraordinary sensations of spirit 
influence apparently rising from the stone pavement through 
her fect, and thence up the body, until she could scarcely 
retain her footing. She did not know there were catacombs 
beneath, until the guide offered to show them; then the 
extraordinary sensations were accounted for. 

From the quietude maintained in most of the Catholic 
churches, the ‘dim religious light” pervading the incense- 
filledaisles where worshippers are grouped insilent prayer, from 
the care taken none shall touch the holy vessels but the priests, 
and from the sacred seclusion in which the Blessed Sacrament 
is kept, where the ever-abiding presence of Jesus is faith- 
fully believed in; from all these externals, and from the 
general feeling pervading the atmosphere, a well-informed 
Spiritualist will at once perceive that a concentration of 
spirit-power is not only possible, but being invited, is most 
certain to take place. Every external encouragement is 
given for it, and every pains taken, perhaps unconsciously, 
or by that inspiration which comes to all, to prevent the dis- 
sipation of the influence. The churches thus become highly 
charged séance chambers, not perhaps for physical manifes- 
tations, but for the outpourings of a spirit whose manifesta- 
tions are silent and private. So powerful are the emanations 
proceeding from some altars during the exposing of the. 


Sacrament, that I have been compelled to fall upon my 


knees, when passing them, and have remained enchained in 
a species of absorbed but conscious trance, until fatigue of 
body has compelled me to rise and gradually withdraw from 
the influence, reluctantly, for the feeling is one of great 
holiness and sweetness. Always, when the richly-gilt and 
ornamented sacred receptacle for the Host is lifted by the 
priest for the adoration of the people, the writer has seen 
long rays proceeding from it, and darting out amongst the 
congregation, where every head is bowed in reverence; and 
most undoubtedly the blessing of a holier influence goes forth 
into all those lives, for a medium feels it most sensibly. 
And why not? We must deny that God can help us at all, 
or will answer our prayers, if we deny that He will grant His 
spirit presence, and pour forth His blessings where and when 
we ask. It is impossible that He should not. To pray is to 
open the door to the entrance of His spirit, whether Catholic, 
Protestant, Jew, or Mahommedan, all will receive of that. 
spirit as they can. l 

I can only speak of things as they come to my intelli- 
gence, and to my medial faculties; trying to avoid all 
narrow prejudices, and viewing men and customs by the 
light shed into my mind by my guardian spirits. It may be 
necessary to speak of errors and abuses further on, for 
human institutions are prone to grow old, when they no 
longer suit the fresh, youthful spring of advancing minds, 
and require to be rehabilitated, or to pass away, giving birth 
to new forms, better adapted to the requirements of the age. 

Nothing on earth that the writer has ever experienced 
can surpass the feeling of sanctity and purity pervading the 
chapels in certain convents. In the Trinita dé Monti, going 
in ior the evening benediction, one of the most beautiful 
services of the Catholic Church, you may see the young girls 
confided to the nuns for education enter the church in pro- 
cession, on the other side of the grating which divides them 
and the altar at which the priests officiate, from the public 
They are draped in long gossamer veils of white thrown over 
their usual school dress, and entering with well-tutored 
bearing of gentle dignity they separate into couples before 
the altar, where they make a little graceful salutation, and, 
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turning, take their places in the benches assigned to them. |}! 


The nuns, from some invisible choir overhead, sing the 
Latin hymns,* the incense rises in clouds before the altar, 
where several priests are officiating, and a more grateful 
incense of prayer rises from the many hearts of the rapt 
kneelers. What atmosphere more favourable to spiritual 
presences and influences of the highest kind than this, kept 
undisturbed and undefiled from the outer world, and purified 
by incense, which it is well known is powerful to dispel 
low or evil influences—to say nothing of that constantly 
uplifted voice of prayer; that cry of the spirit from earth 
to the spirit in heaven; that demand which ever meets its 
response. This atmosphere through which the aspirations 
of the pure and innocent souls here assembled each day go 
up bringing down saintly presences, and the Divine spirit, 
potent to touch each heart in some way or other, is cleansed 
by the constant transmission of holy spiritual influences, 
and becomes charged with astral fluid, as sensibly felt hy 
the medium as that of any séance room; and indeed may 
we not call these the most holy séances, held for the filling 
of souls with the manifestations of that Spirit who on earth 
said: ‘Behold, Iam with you always!” Again the vision 
of angelic children salutes the clairvoyante eyes. With 
looks of gladness they, this time, precede and follow a 
stately being clad in pontifical robes, who comes torward in 
spirit form uttering words of blessing, and presents his ring 
to you to be kissed, whilst he gives the name of Fénelon— 
a gracious remembrance of an old medium friend in a 
foreign land. Your little spiritual by-play of kissing the 
holy bishop’s ring, the loving words uttered, and the 
beauteous scene of the angels takes place whilst you are as 
still as a statue in outward seeming, and no one but your- 
self is conscious of it; but it is a reality, for the spirit can 
project itself from the body, and salute spirit-friends, and 
converse with them without the rest of the world knowing 
anything of it. 


In the still more secluded convent chapel of the Blue F | 


Nuns, as they are called from the colour of the very pretty, 
picturesque habit they wear, the sense of spiritual presences 
1s overpowering. Candles are kept constantly burning upon 
the altar, and throughout the day, at whatever hour you 
enter the chapel, one or two of the blue-robed nuns, covered 
to the feet with white veils, can be seen kneeling before the 
altar in prayer. It is said the Blessed Sacrament is here 
exposed, and prayers are perpetually being offered up before 
it. One or two of the nuns are always present, coming at 
stated times to take each other’s places, and remaining 
absorbed in motionless prayer until relieved by the entrance 
of others, when in total silence they rise and go out. Their 
bearing is marked by the most respectful dignity and 
solemnity, and the quiet stillness is disturbed only by the 
soft rustling of their garments: holiness is in the air, and 
holiness in their looks. If any of them are mediums, here 
would be the most favourable spot for heavenly visions and 
ecstatic trances. When the church services are to be per- 
formed, the sisters enter in solemn procession, and place 
themselves in their seats; a grating separates them from 
the rest of the congregation. The choir is stationed some- 
where above the altar, out of sight, and some of the gentle 
nuns still retain sweetness of voice.* You may fancy it a 
choir of angelic spirits chanting the litany of the Blessed 
Virgin, up where the clouds of incense rise to form a 
resting-place for their etherial feet: the whole earthly 
scene vanishes—you behold only clouds and angels, but 
you on the earth seem a part of that scene, and it feels 
quite natural when the Virgin Mother herself, accompanied 
by a smiling spirit in the dress of the Blue Nuns, walks 
down the aisle, and out to you, and, with gentle words of 
blessing and love, covers you all over with her spirit-robes, 
like a celestial aura, as a sign of protection and holy influence, 
whilst with bowed head you listen to the sweet whispers 
breathed into your spirit-hearing—** You are welcome here, 
dear child! Mary loves you! You see now that I answer 
prayers addressed to me; that I come with spiritual gifts 


* “The impression is very singular; moreover, it is well-known that no one 1s permitted 
to see the fair singers, so this caused mo to form a strange resolution, I have composed 
something to suit their voices, which I have observed very minutely, and I mean to send it 
tothom. It will be pleasant to hear my chant performed by persons I never saw, especially 
as they must in turn sing it to the ‘barbaro Tedescho,’ whom they also never behold,”— 
MENDELSSOHN’S LETTERS: j 


i lives of mortals. 


H has been frequently experienced by the writer. 


~ 


and blessings, with other loving ones, to shed heavenly 
influences here and elsewhere, for to my spirit distance is 
nothing, The love offered up to me draws me powerfully to 
earth, and I am much here, working for Jesus. So also are 
thousands who love Him: many have died for Him. God works 
by intermediates, through ministering spirits, thereby blessing 
us tenfold by permitting us to convey to you these sweet an- 
swers toprayer. Dear women on earth do good to the poor; why 
should not we from the spirit-world? Call not those loving 
prayers offered to me idolatrous; it is a loving service 
offered as by one friend to another, and love is ever requited. 
I ama free spirit, to go where it pleases me. It is not 
contrary to the laws of Heaven that I should respond to and 
requite as far as circumstances render possible the love 
offered to me. An invocation brings the presence of the 
spirit invoked, and can Mary resist the cry of the suffering 
and loving here below? No; on the wiags of love I come, 
and, excusing the errors of ignorance, give peace, happiness, 
comfort, and strength of spirit to do well for Jesus’ sake. 
You, as a Spiritualist, know that what I tell you is true. 


| 
|} At your séances spirit power is concentrated, so that many 


wonderful things are accomplished ; so in the churches may 
spirit power be concentrated, and the spirits fervently 
solicited by Roman Catholics are wont to gather in strength 
in the churches (as your open vision has revealed to you), or 
by the bed-sides of the sick and dying; and, ofttimes, 
aided by the faith and prayers of those gathered around, 
perform acts of wondrous healing. Bear these my words 
in mind, you who have experienced the blessings and joys 
of open communion with spirits, and try to see the merciful 
dealings of God with man throughout all time.” 

If the foundation be laid, or the vessel prepared for high 
spiritual influences, they will surely descend and fill the 
The ixtention in life is the main thing: 
let the intention be good, and the life will spring from that 
in as fair beauty as it can attain, A life of self-abnegation 
from the pure, simple love of God, and the desire to reach’ ” 
thereby the angelic, or heavenly state, will inevitably bring 
its fair results of innocence and purity. Around such lives 
| angels must gather, making that beautiful atmosphere of 
| peace, love, and gentle sweetness which all must feel more 
| or less, even the most hardened in selfishness—the most 
sunk in that stupidity to higher feelings which .besets the 
monster of égotism. According to the life, such is the soul- 
aura surrounding the individual, penetrating to the spiritual 
sense of others and attracting them with love, or repelling 
! them with dislike. If the soul exhale its life in acts of 
| love, mercy, gentleness, and sweetness, returning good for 
evil and avoiding all emotions of harshness or anger, or > 
uncharitableness, or deceit or falsehood, or unworthy pride, 
the aura surrounding it wiil be laden with sweetest fasci- 
nations; will positively, indeed, reach the senses of spirits, 
or highly-developed mediums, as a palpable fragrance. This 
The private 
room, Joudoir, or bed-chamber of a woman of this type . 
(even the sterner sex may not be without those beautitul 
characteristics), constantly filled with the subtle aura, be- 
' comes redolent of fragrance to spiritual senses, and fascinates 
| by its calm, its gentle joy, its sweet peace. Such sweet 
exhalations the highest spirits bring with them, making 


i ; you long to be wrapt in them for ever: such delicious soul- 
i emanations have lovers for each other, for the spirit, rising, 
i in the exaltation of love above the flesh, senses that which 


others cannot perceive, and laps itself in an elysium: the 
two spirits bathe themselves in each other’s aura, and are 


d mingled in an eternal amalgamation of soul long before 


| union is consummated externally. 

If one life can give forth, like a fragrant flower, so much 
sweetness into the lives of others, doing also a certain amount 
of good, how much more powerful for good must be a com- 
munity of such lives gathered together in the harmony of one 
common purpose, how much stronger the spiritual emana- 
tions. It is questionable whether (although in the case of 
convents the mistake is the isolation of such lives) the sur- 
rounding world would be as good and as happy without them. 
They form a nucleus of prayer, a centre into which pour high 
and purifying spiritual influences, and this cannot take place 
| without good being done to other souls too. Itis like a 
i fountain of water springing up in an arid waste, or a broad 
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dusty street; the passer-by, absorbed in self and worldly in- 
terests, may take no note, but the air 1s freshened and puri- 
fied; and at length the weary wayfarer may arriye who 
finds the fountain to be the source of refreshment and new 
life, and having received what he wanted, he goes on rejoic- 
ing because of the fountain. , , ; 

Reversely, an evil life gives forth poison into the lives of 
others, and so painfully powerful are the spiritual exhalations, 
that a refined medium becomes oppressed, saddened, and 
even suffers bodily torture in the noxious presence, to the 
extent of deadly sickness and vomiting. It is not necessary 
to know the person, or even to look in the face, the aura is 
sufficient ; from that flows upon the opened spiritual senses 
of the medium a knowledge of the life; of its sensual gross- 
ness, of its selfishness, of its duplicity and falsehood, of its 
baleful, blighting power of hatred and anger. How often in 
theatres, or at concerts, or in lecture-rooms, an individual, a 
stranger, takes his or her place next toyou. If unfortunately 
it be one deformed in soul from indulgence in evil passions, 
however much, or however little, the truth-telling aura will 
soon impart it to your loathing senses. You shrink from the 
knowledge, and forcibly shut it out, praying spirit friends to 
cut off the malarious influence from you; but you may be 
thankful if you leave the side of that individual with no 
ill effects. f ; 

How spiritually poisonous, then, to the air of a city, are 
those dens of wickedness which it is supposed the human 
race cannot do without; how baleful the exhalations pro- 
ceeding from the myriad public-houses thronging the streets 
of cities, through which. hell itself may pour forth its deadly 
soul-venom, stupefying the spirit unto death. The concen- 
trations of spiritual pestilence become centres of poison, 
constantly permeating the air to the infecting of souls. In 
contrast, communities gathered together for the purpose 
of leading lives as nearly approaching to heavenly perfection 
as they are capable of conceiving, are like spiritual paradiscs, 
wherein the angels gather a thousand heavenly graces, 
which go forth to the surrounding world as subtle purifying 
zephyrs from a garden, to stay the effects of moral discase, 
to cleanse and clear away spiritual infection, and to restore 
heavenly health and life to many who have fallen victims to 
the spoiler. 

Rome, April 11th, 1877. 


THE REV. CANON GILBERT ON SPIRITUALISM, 
MR, EGLINTON GIVING A SEANCE TO ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIESTS. 


Last Sunday the Very Reverend Canon Gilbert, D.D., preached at 
the Roman Catholic Church, St. Mary’s, Moorfields, London, on 
t Spiritualism: its Manifestations and its Scientific and Religious 
Aspects.” The church is close to the Broad-street and Liverpool- 
street railway stations, is one of the largest and richest Roman Catholic 
places of worship in London, and on the occasion now under notice it 
was quite filled with listeners. 


Canon Gilbert said :— 

“ And Pharaoh called in the magicians and the wise men, and they, 
by Egyptian enchantments and certain secrets, did the like’ —that is to 
say, they changed the rods into serpents, and the rivers into blood, as 
stated in the eleventh chapter of Exodus, ‘What is Spiritualism ? 
Spiritualists are divided among themselves as to the cause of the 
phenomena in which they believe, and according to the theory they 
hold as to the cause of the phenomena, so will be the answer to the 
question I have pnt, The majority hold that, as we by electricity can 
communicate with persons in New York and other parts of the world, 
co there is a force in nature by means of which persons in certain 
mental conditions can communicate with disembodied spirits in the 
other world; and they believe that these spirits ring bells, play musical 
instruments, move chairs and tables, walk about the room, and some- 
times dematerialise their mediums and pass them through closed doors, 
as well as produce many other startling phenomena: this may be called 
the “ disembodied spirits” or “ghost” theory. The second theory is 
held by some of the cleverest Spiritualists, who deny the intervention of 
disembodied spirits. They say that there is an odylic force, and that 
persons in certain abnormal conditions of mind are able to bring 
this force into activity, and thereby to produce the phenomena. Reichen- 
bach, Mahan, and others hold this view; they think that it is owing to 
odylic force that voices are sometimes heard around sick people lying in 
bed, and that by it articles of furniture are sometimes moved, The 
third theory is that held by Mr. William Crookes, Dr. Carter Blake, 
and Mr. Serjeant Cox. These have adopted the theory of what is called 
psychic force ; they say that as by means of our will our souls can act 
upon our bodies, so certain persons in abnormal conditions can act upon 


solid matter outside the body and produce the phenomena. Mr. Serjeant , 


Cox says that there is no proof whatever of the presence of the spirits 
of the dead. Why, then, are those I have named called Spiritualists ? 


Because they think that the soul produces the activity in this force; 
this is why they call themselves Spiritualists. The force is only 
produced in the presence of certain persons called mediums. I now 
come to the fourth theory. High and good persons and ecclesiastics 
believe that they are produced by diabolical spirits, determined upon 
men’s utter ruin; therefore the importance of Spiritualism, as it regards 
Christianity, I think it impossible to over-estimate. If, however, it 
can be shown that the manifestations are produced by ordinary dis- 
embodied spirits, then they give us a telling argument against all 
infidels, and are great facts in proof of the immortality of the soul. Ir 
it be true that it is psychic force, some of the phenomena which took 
place in the lives’ of the saints will have to be reconsidered in a new 
light. If it be proved that the phenomena have no real existence, but 
are rather the result of impressions produced upon weak minds when 
acted upon by tricksters and conjurors, it becomes the duty of every 
Christian to pull to pieces the imposition. To examine these propositions 
under their four different heads, I shall give four discourses on four 
alternate Sundays. To-day I will give you some of my own experi- 
ences, and afterwards those of others. 

When these lectures were announced several Spiritualists at once put 
themselves in communication with me, and among them was a lecturer 
at one of the London hospitals, a believer in psychic force. He told me 
that the best medium I could get was Mr. W. Eglinton, of Walthamstow, 
who frequently produced manifestations on the premises of the National 
Association of Spiritualists, Another he advised me to try, but said he 
would, if he could, play tricks. Solast Monday week, at eleven o’clock, 
Mr. Eglinton came to our house. I questioned him as to his theory of 
the phenomena ; he said that he did not believe in psychic force, but 
that they were produced by disembodied spirits. I asked him what he 
desired to be done, and he wished to know whether we required a light 
or dark séance, as he wanted to do what we pleased. I asked for a light 
one, and the three reverend gentlemen who are sitting near the altar 
this morning, took their places round a table with him, holding both his 
hands, whilst I sat at a little distance looking on. They had not been 
long seated, when I remarked that Mr. Eglinton was trying to push 
the table with his leftarm. He said that this motion was entirely un- 
conscious on his part, but he could not deny that the movement was 
there. Later on I pointed out motions in his right hand, and the two 
clergymen who were holding his hands felt the motions, but he said that 
they were produced quite unconsciously. I next pointed out that he 
was beginning to move his legs, but he said that he was quite unconscious 
of having done so. Again we went on, but he saw that he was watched 
very closely. He drew a long breath, and I noticed that that had a 
tendency to move his arms, and they to move the table, buthe said that 
the drawing of the breath was involuntary. Then the muscles of his 
leg moved, but he said that he was quite unconscious that they had 

one §0. 

[At this point there was much giggling and tittering all over the 
Church, which state of liveliness continued until the end of the sermon. ] 

We sat for three-quarters of an hour, and then he said that the spirits 
were a long time coming, but we replied that we were so anxious to see 
them that we were willing to wait all day; he, however, remarked— 
“ We will break up at twelve o'clock.” It was most painful to see his 
motions. 

I must remark that if there had been other persons present more 
nervous, J am sure that that table'ywould have moved, and that there 
would have been raps, and sounds, and divers manifestations. I 
asked him if the spirits would play on two musical instruments 
in the corner of the room. He sat looking at these instruments 
for a quarter of an hour fixedly, but they did not play, and the 
spirits did not come. I next said to him, “I have heard that 
you can write on a slate without contact with it.’ He replied, “TI 
have that power.” I said, “I have here a slate covered with brown 
paper, and so anxious have I been to be convinced that I have not even 
shown it tomy brother clergymen. I will put this slate under my arm.” 
I held it there for a quarter of an hour, but no writing came. Next I 
said to him, “I have heard of solid objects moving in your presence; 
there are two light objects on the mantelpiece, consisting of tape and 
cotton, will they move without touching them?” He tried for a quarter 
of an hour, and then said, “E think we had better give up.” I 
said, “Not yet. I have heard tliat you can produce a double 
self and spirit-hands.” He said that that was usually done 
in partial darkness, so the blinds were lowered, and he went 
into the darkest corner of the room, and the clergymen held his hands 
on either side. J need not add that there were no spirit-hands 
and no double self. I then said, “There is another test. Itis stated 
that solid objects sometimes move when you touch them. Here is a 
perfectly flat half-hundred ‘weight; will you put your fingers on the top, 
and if it moves I will believe in you.” Hoe did so, and nothing came, 
This sitting lasted for two hours, and we would have given him six if 
necessary. You will agree with me that it was a miserable failure. I 
then said, “I will pay you the money.” He declined, but I said, “ I 
insist upon it, but I will not pay you now, I will send you a cheque.” 
I told him that we were not at all satisfied with the séance., He then 
said, wisely or unwisely—you must form your own opinion as to that— 
“ I have power to make raps with the joints of my toes.” He tried but 
failed, saying that the weather was too cold. I afterwards wrote to him 
and sent him a cheque for £2 2s. I said in my note that the effect of 
the séance was very bad upon us, and that we could not believe that what 
we read about his manifestations at the National Association of Spirit- 
ualists were anything but delusions. He wrote back thanking me for my’ 
cheque, but positively declined to give me any more séances, because he 
said that the conditions of the first séance were too much ours, I then 
proposed to pay him £2 2s, each for séances under his own conditions, 
and in the darkest room we could make in our house. He declined, 
saying that four to one would be there to report against him, I then 
said that I would pay two reporters from the public papers to report 
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what took place, and that the clergy should not report, but I have 
received no reply, Now, I leave it for you to judge whether my offer is 
not a fair one, and whether all Spiritualists should not bring their influ- 
ence to bear on him to accept my proposition, and in the event of his 
then refusing to do so, that he should be allowed to give no more séances 
on the premises of the National Association of Spiritualists. 

The substance of the remainder of Canon Gilbert’s sermon, which we 
are obliged to abbreviate, was that Mr. D. D. Home had long been 
regarded as one of the chief mediums connected with Spiritualism ; but 
that whenever he gave sittings under conditions which did not allow of 
trickery they were found to be imposture, and that Sir David Brewster, 
the St. Petersburg Committee, and old Mrs. Lyon—from whom he had 
obtained £30,000—had proved this to be the case. When musical 
instruments flew about at the séances of the Davenports after they had 
been slyly painted by one of the observers, paint was found upon the 
lips of the mediums when the light was struck, yet Spiritualists still 
believed in them, In New York, when a light was struck, they were 
seen holding the instruments themselves, yet they were still believed in, 
so prejudiced were the Spiritualists. In London there was a Katie 
King, who lived about 200 years ago, who did not talk in the style of 
that time, but in the phraseology of the nineteenth century, yet the 
Spiritualists believed in her. She afterwards went to America, and 
became attached to a Mr. and Mrs. Holmes, and one night outside the 
house where they were giving a séance a man was keeping watch, and 
seized another man whom he found about to enter the house with a 
gutta percha tube over his arm. He then found that it was a woman in 
a‘man's clothes, and although she fought hard and broke the tube over 
his back, she was secured, and confessed herself to be Katie King; yet 
now Spiritualists believe in Katie King, and it has been the same with 
all the mediums down to Dr, Slade, Mr. Monck, Mr. Lawrence, and 
other impostors. Again, all the phenomena that had been produced by 
Spiritualists had been shown by fegerdemain at the Polytechnic and at 
Messrs. Maskelyne and Cooke’s. Of the performances of the latter, Mr. 
Joy once wrote to The Spiritualist newspaper—* If this be trickery, then 
© Othello’s occupation’s gone?” An experienced Spiritualist—Mr. 
Benjamin Coleman—also wrote to The Spirttuatist—* They are not only 
clever adepts in legerdemain, but are also powerful mediums,” So when 
Spiritualists would not believe that Maskelyne and Cooke were con- 
jurers, it became evident how hard it was to deal with such people so as 
to drag away any false notions they might have in their minds. Was 
Spiritualism an imposture which had too long cheated the public, and 
ought to be rooted out? Nothing of the kind. He had said very little 
that morning, but dealt only with one aspect of the subject, from which 
they might reasonably draw the following conclusion—“ If it is certain 
that all the phenomena reported by Spiritualists can be done by legerde- 
main, we ought to believe none save those which take place where no 
trickery is possible.” They would, secondly, agree that medium after 
medium had been detected in imposture of the grossest kind. Some 
Spiritualists had told him that the phenomena had been well tested by 
men of science. He intended to consider and pass judgment upon the 
value of this assertion. They had also said to him that he must 
remember that the Egyptian musicians did all that Moses had done. 
But it was not by the agency of God, and they did not do all that Moses 
did, for although they turned rivers into blood they could not turn them 
back again. He would again impress upon them that if the phenomena, 
of Spiritualism could also be produced by legerdemain, they could not be 
too cautious nor too sceptical; he was quite sure that if he and a few of 
the clergy were to give a séance, rapsfand other manifestations could be 
artificially produced, whereby they could send away the congregation 
fully believing that they had had a real séance. Thus, testimony as to 
the value of the reality of the phenomena was only valuable when 
given by people who knew how to criticise, to sift, and to analyse. 


Mas. Euma Harpincr-Brirten has since appended her name to the 
circular of the Theosophical Society published in the last number of 
The Spiritualist, 

Next Thursday, at 8.15 p.m., Mr. John Rouse will give some 
“Original Readings in Rhyme on Popular Subjects,” obtained through 
his own mediumship, at the rooms of the Dalston Association of 
Inquirers into Spiritualism, 74, Navarino-road, Dalston, London, E. 

BRIXTON PSYCHOLOGICAL Sociery.—The annual general meeting of 
this society was held on Wednesday, April 18th, at 6, Loughborough- 
road, North Brixton, Mr. Desmond G. Fitz-Gerald, president, in the 
chair, The president remarked that if the tenets held by Spiritualists 
were not based upon fact, they (the Spiritualists) were worthy of 
severe reprobation; but if their main conclusions were true, it was 
indeed, and would hereafter be, recognised as a great lionour to have 
belonged to their ranks. Again, if the phenomena were true, it was 
an obligation to one’s own conscience and to humanity to forward in 
every way the recognition of such important truths. He felt convinced 
that the members of the society were resolved, not only that it should 
continue in existence, but that it should take its fair share in the work 
to be done. Atsome future period, which might be not very distant, 
the raison d'être of the society might be fully recognised, and its 
sphere of action greatly extended. In the absence of Mr. E. P. Ashton, 
one of the auditors of the society, Mr. H. Withall was requested, and 
kindly consented, to andit, in conjunction with Mr, Tapp, the accounts. 
A balance of £1 8s, 11}d. was announced. It was proposed by Mrs. 
Desmond Fitz-Gerald, and seconded by Miss Withall, that Mr, T. H. 
Edmands be invited to become a vice-president of the society. This 
was carried unanimously. Mr, Withall proposed a vote of thanks to 
the officers of the soctety, aud especially to the president, for theservice 
rendered to the society through their being enabled to meet at their 


present rooms. ‘The proceedings then closed,—Emity G., Frrz-QERALD, 
Hon, Assist, Sec, f 
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THE PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN, 


Ox Thursday evening, last week, at a meeting of the Psychological 
Society held at 11, Chandos-street, Cavendish-square, London, Mr. 
Serjeant Cox presided. Among the members present were Mr. 
Hensleigh Wedgwood, M.R.I.; Mr. E. K. Munton, honorary 
secretary ; Mrs. Speer; Miss Allen ; Lord Borthwick ; Mrs. Tennyson 
Ker, Mrs. Burton-Burton ; Major 8. R, I. Owen, F.L.S.; Mrs. and 
Miss Jacquet ; the Misses Corner; Dr. George Wyld; Mr. Crookes, 
jon.; Mr. A. Vacher; Mr. O. C. Massey; the Rev. W. Stainton- 
Moses, M.A. ; Mr. George Harris, F.8.A.; Mr. W. H. Coffin; Mi. 
Gordon; Lady Colquhoun; Mr. J. H. Gledstanes; Mr. J, N.T. 
Martheze ; Mr. F. Percival ; and Professor C. J. Plumptre. 

Professor Barrett was elected an honorary member of the society ; 
after which the minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

The Rev. W. 8. Moses then read the following records of psycho- 
logical phenomena, which he said had been furnished. to him by friends, 
and were thoroughly well authenticated :— 


A PROPHETIC DREAM IN RELATION TO TRIVIAL CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Some ten years ago I was preparing to pay a visit to a friend in. 
Cambridgeshire. I had never been in that county, and my friend was 
a new resident there. But I knew that when with her I should be only | 
an hours journey by train from H--—~, where there still lived an old 
gentleman whose house had always been open to my father when he 
had been at the University; and my father proposed that, if possible, 
I should go over and call on his old friend. At this time my maid was 
trimming a white dress of mine with black lace, and I had given orders 
one evening that the lace was to be put on in a straight band. When 
she called me the next morning she awoke me suddenly from a dream ; 
and J lay for a few moments thinking of the dream, which would have 
faded from my memory had not a feminine weakness impressed it on 
me. All I remembered of it was, however, only what I was dreaming 
at the very moment I was awaked; which was, that I was in a strange 
room, wainscoted three feet high, and that I was standing near a 
dressing-table, with my white dress on with the black lace on it, not in 
straight bands, but in festoons; and, trailing over my dress, one end of 
it in my hand, was a long, broad, old-fashioned worsted-work bell-rope. 
A maid came into the room, and, turning round to her, I said—“ Look 
at your bell-rope; I have pulled it down in ringing for you.” In the 
course of the morning following my dream I told my maid that I had 
changed my mind about the black lace, and that she was to put it on in 
festoons, as I had seen it in my dream; which accordingly she did. 

I went into Cambridgeshire, and in course of a few weeks I went over 
to H——, and called on my father’s friend. He was not at home, so I 
left my card and address. He came to see me, and invited me to pay 
him a few days’ visit, which I did. While dressing for dinner the first 
day I arrived at his house I rang the bell for the maid; in pulling the 
bell the rope came off from the top. Still my dream did not recur to 
me. With the long, broad worsted-work in my hand, I returned to the 
dressing-table; and, as the maid entered the room, I turned my head 
round to her, and saw the bell-rope trailing over my dress, with its 
festooned trimmings. I looked at her and said—‘ Look at your bell- 
rope ;” and then my dream flashed on my memory. I should have said 
then, as I have often said of other such flashes of a sense that events 
have occurred before—“ Oh, it is a case of unconscious cerebration; I 
have not really dreamed it.” But in this instance the trimming of my 
dress had been altered in consequence of the dream. 


MONEY RECOVERED THROUGH PROPHETIC DREAMS, 


About the year 1830 there was living near Windsor a retired Waterloo 
officer, Colonel V-—, with his wife and three daughters. He one day 
received a letter from his family lawyer requesting the loan of £300. 
The lawyer assured the Colonel that the money would be returned in a 
very few days; that it was required to meet a mere temporary demand, 
which, though a large one, was only a transfer of funds; that he would 
give security if the Colonel wished it, but that it really was needless, 
only it was absolutely necessary that the money should be in his hands 
on the following day. The Colonel was not a rich man; he could ill 
afford to lose £300; nevertheless, being on friendly terms with his 
lawyer, he decided on complying with his request, and he sent the 
cheque for £300 by post that evening. His wife and daughters knew of 
the transaction, and made no objection to it. But that very night the 
second daughter, Emma, awoke from her sleep, disturbed by a vivid 
dream that the lawyer had levanted with the loan, leaving his affairs in 
complication, and having defrauded several of his clients. Much 
disturbed by the powerful impression of the dream, Emma awoke her 
elder sister, sleeping in the same room, and told her the dream, and her 
own disturbance thereat. The elder sister talked the matter over, but 
concluded by advising Emma to go to sleep, for “it was only a dream”; 
and the lawyer was such a respectable man, that it was absurd to think 
of his being guilty of fraud. Emma at last fell asleep again, but only 
to awake again with a repetition of the dream. This time she got up, 
went to her parents’ room, and told her father of the dream and of her 
own impression of the truth of it, He, however, thought nothing of it, 
and bade her go to sleep. A third time did she sleep, and a third time 
did she in dream receive the reiterated assurance that her father would 
lose the money. She went a second time to her father, whom she now 
inspired with some anxiety, so much so that he at once arose, awoke the 
household, and ordered the carriage with post horses to be ready by six 
o'clock in the morning. He wished to arrive at the lawyer's private 
house (to which the lawyer had requested the Colonel to direct his 
letter), before the lawyer should receive the letter, and then he 
purposed telling him that he had altered his mind. The Colonel 
and his daughter Emma posted up to London, arrived at the 
lawyer’s house, asked if he were at home, and were told he was, but 
was not yet downstairs. The servant showed the early callers into the 
dining-room, where, on the breakfast table, the Colonel saw his own 
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letter. Heat once secured it, and put it into his pocket before the 
lawyer came down, When he appeared, the Colonel made excuses for 
his early appearance, adding that he came to make his own apologies 
and regrets for not acceding to the lawyer's request, but he could not 
lend him any money. 

Three days afterwards the Colonel at Windsor received news that the 
lawyer had escaped abroad, his frauds and embezzlement having been 
discovered. Emma's dreams had been perfectly correct, 

PROPHETIC DREAMS IMPERFECTLY IMPRESSED, 


Tue following dreams were not precise presentations of subsequent 


events: in some respects they are more wonderful, as there seems to 
have been an effort made, but in vain, to represent the coming events. 
All that was accomplished was the misrepresentation of a very extra- 
ordinary occurrence, and yet so peculiar were the circumstances, that 
one cannot fail to see something more than a chance coincidence in the 
matter of the policeman and the rings, and something more than idle 
fancy in my maid’s waking impression,—G. T. C. M. 

In 187— some of our most intimate neighbours were Mr, B. and his 
only son George. Mr. B, was a widower, and George was the hope and 
ambition of his life. The young man was a barrister on the ——~ 
Circuit, but at the time when the dream and its tragic explanation 
occurred he was at home, and had a small boat for sailing on the 
estuary near which he lived. His father had given to George on his 
coming of age some valuable rings of his mother’s, and George used to 
wear some of these all day long, however rough might be his occupation. 
More than once, when out sailing with him, I had induced him to take 
off these rings while he was pulling oars and tackling ropes, &e. Mr. 
B. was a county magistrate, and consequently George was known to all 
the police in the neighbourhood, and he knew some of the police 
serjeants by sight and by name. One Saturday morning, before going 
down to the breakfast-room, he went into his father’s bedroom to 
narrate a dream he had had, and which was so vivid, and had made 
such an impression, that he thought it best to tell it at once, in case it 
should prove prophetic. I dreamed, said he, that I was walking up 
Fyle Hill—two miles from here—and that I was stopped by police 
serjeant Turton with a stranger. Turton asked me to give him up the 
rings I had on my hand, which I refused to do, of course. He persisted 
in threatening to use force to compel me to give them up; but though 
he had a friend, and I had not, yet he did not touch me. He then said, 
“Well, Mr. George B., as you won’t give me the rings, you must give 
me acheque on Martin’s Bank in the town. Somehow I did yield to 
that demand, and gave him the cheque; but having done so 
I instantly returned, got to the Bank before Turton did, and 
told the clerks not to cash it, as it had been obtained from me under 
compulsion.” This was the dream. It was never exactly fulfilled, but 
its partial solution was received next day, Sunday, for at mid-day on 
Saturday George B. went out alone, for a few hours’ sail on the 
estuary, assuring his father he should be home to dinner. A violent 
gale set in suddenly, a gale which did much harm all along the south 
coast, and it must have capsized the boat, for the young man did not 
return home; and on Sunday morning a report reached Mr. B. that a 
boat, like his son’s, had been found driven on shore on the coast beyond 
Fyle Hill, inthe beat of Sergeant Turton’s duty. The poor father, 
with his old servant who had been nurse to George, drove at once to 
the place, saw the boat with its remains of tattered sail, but there was 
no trace of his son. At last, after some hours, the body was found 
washed up on the shore further away. It was carried into a little 
public-house, where Mr. B. had it taken, Turton, the policeman, 
assisting. There was nothing further to be done, and the unhappy 
father left the inn to return home. Just as he was getting into his 
carriage Turton came to him and said, “If you please, sir, I have ven- 
tured to take these rings off Mr. George’s fingers, as I think they are too 
valuable to be left in such a house as this.” The very man of whom 
George had dreamed as desiring to deprive him of the rings, did 
actually take them off his hand! 

Of course a sharp look-out was kept all along that shore for anything 
else that might he washed up; and on the Monday evening Turton 
came to Mr. B., bringing his son’s hat, a straw hat, with the ribbon of 
his college round it. ‘And if you please, sir, I dreamed last night 
that young Jewsbury, the fisherman, picked it up, and brought it to me; 
and this afternoon who should come with it but young Jewsbury. He 
didn’t know whose hat it was, but I knew by the ribbon.” 

To this sad tale I may add a prophetic impression, not a dream, 
which occurred to my own maid the Sunday previous to the fatal Satur- 
day. She had been for many years in one family, and was seated in 
church next to the old servant of Mr. B., who had been nurse to George ; 
and the two faithful women were not very far from Mr. B., who was 
also in church. My maid was distracted for a considerable time during 
the service, with a painful sort of waking dream that her master’s only 
son (my brother) was drowned, and that she and her master were look- 
ing for his body, which they eventually found under a wall on a shore ! 
Here, as in George's dream, there was a confusion in the presentment 
of the fact. f 

A DREAM ABOUT A DROWNED MAN, 

Tue following is from the Spiritual Magazine, Jane, 1873 :— 

On Saturday night a villager named Andrew Scott dreamed of being 
along the coast on St. Cyrus sands, and finding a man among the rocks 
under Whitson Houses. On the following morning he told his wife he 
would go and see if there was anything in his dream. He took another 
man with him, to whom he told his errand, and on reaching the spot, 
there was the drowned man, washed among the rocks, just as he had 
seen in his dream. He was taken ashore, and the case reported to the 
St. Cyrus authorities. He is supposed to be one of the men belonging 
to The Provdence, wrecked Dec. 19. 


(Signed) Danie, Hamitron, Johnshaven, Kincardineshire. 
Jan. 20, 1873, 


Mr. Stainton-Moses then asked, ‘* Who gave the information in the 
foregoing cases?” Serjeant Cox and Dr. Carpenter are requested to reply. 
MRS. SIDDONS. 


Professor Plumptre called attention to the anecdote told by Mr. 
Stainton-Moses at a preceding meeting about Mrs, Siddons, to the 
effect that once in a draper’s shop she nearly frightened one of the 
assistants into fits by the tragical manner in which she glared at him, 
and asked, in relation to the fabric in her hands, “ Will it wash?” He 
(Professor Plumptre) had searched out the original anecdote in an old 
book, The Kembles were distinguished for their calmness and dignity, 
and it seems that Mrs. Siddons said, in a calm way, to the assistant, 
“T wish to see some socks.” These were shewn to her, upon which 
she remarked :—- 

“ The socks are good, but think ye they will wash?” 


Kemble was in the habit, almost, of speaking in blank verse. One 
day a crossing-sweeper asked him for a copper; and Kemble, giving 
him one, said— 

* See that thou hast a penny.” 
Then, turning to his friend Bannister, he said :— 
“Bannister, it is seldom that I do these things, 
But when I do, I do them handsomely.” 

Mr. Stainton-Moses remarked that no doubt Professor Plumptre’s 
version was the right one. Last week he had only quoted the anecdote 
to show the unwisdom of emphasising small matters in speech. 

ON CERTAIN PSYCHOLOGICAL PECULIARITIES OBSERVABLE IN THE HEREDITARY 
TRANSMISSION OF ENDOWMENTS AND QUALITIES. 


Mr. George Harris, F.S.A., then read a paper upon the above 
important subject, from which the following is an extract :— 


In introducing to the Psychological Society the present subject, Iam 
desirous rather of inviting attention to it, and of inducing those of our 
members whose observations have been directed to the phenomena in 


question, to favour us with the result of their experience, and to supply ~ 


us with authenticated facts that may lead ultimately to the enunciation 
of a correct and sound theory on this very important and interesting 
topic, than of endeavouring to establish any definite theory of my own. 
As far, however, as my individual observation and experience serve 
me, there appear to be two distinct modes in which qualities of each 
kind are ordinarily transmitted by human beings to their children. In 
many instances, which is probably the most common method, each 
child inherits, in some proportion or other, the various qualities, intel- 
lectual and moral, of both its parents, a sort of general compendium of 
their character. In other cases, instead of the various qualities pos- 
sessed by the parents being inherited by each of the children, they are 


separately distributed singly, or by one or two only, among the several ` 


members of the family, one of them inheriting this or that particular 
faculty or quality alone of one of its parents toan extensive degree, and 
another some two or more, instead of each of the children inheriting 
each of the principal capacities and qualities of their parents. In 


certain cases, however, the peculiar qualities ‘and endowments, both . 


mental and moral, which are possessed most largely by the parents, the 
offspring possess very sparingly; while some, which the offspring possess 
very extensively, the parents are endowed with very slenderly.”* 

In certain remarkable cases, the derivation of intellectual talent has 
been traced to the mother, which has led some persons to conclude that 
it is from the mother alone, and not from the father, that ability descends. 
In other instances, however, it may be clearly shown that the talent 
descended from the father, and not from the mother; while many very 
clever women have children deficient in mental capacity. Instances 
of the children inheriting generally the various qualities of both 
their parents, are too common to require any illustration 
here by example. Some families, however, supply remarkable 
instances of the distribution of talent among the different members of it, 
each such member being distinguished by some one particular endow- 
ment, while the head of the family possessed all these several qualities 
together. The Coleridge family is a remarkable instance of this kind, 
so many members of it being distinguished for their ability; but each 
for an ability of a different kind—one as a lawyer, another as a poet, 
another as a classic, another as a writer of romance. 

One remarkable fact, indeed, in the transmission of talent is that, 
although persons of distinguished ability often produce children of 
corresponding power, that talent is of a totally different kind to what 


‘ 


the parents possessed. Por instance, a distinguished artist, asin the | 


case of Copley, produces a son who becomes a distinguished lawyer and 
orator, aS in the case of Lord Lyndhurst. It seems to me very rare for 
a great artist to produce a son so distinguished. A distinguished 
lawyer, as in the case of Lord Chancellor Macclesfield, produces a son 
who, as in the case of the second Lord Macclesfield, becomes a distin- 
guished mathematician. King Solomon was the son of a man of great 
ability, but his talent was very different in kind from that of his father, 
King David. Mr. Matthew Arnold is the son of a man of great talent, 
Dr. Arnold, of Rugby — his talent is of a kind altogether different 
from that of his father. 
ability ; but he appears to have inherited a portion only out of the 
numerous talents which his father possessed. He was gifted with his 
humour, but I do not find traces of other and higher endowments. 

Occasionally we find one son alone, or one daughter alone, out of a 
numerous family, inherits the talents of a distinguished parent. Very 
often itis the eldest son who is so favoured. In other cases the eldest 
son is passed over, and a younger son is the inheritor of his father’s 
great qualities. This was the case with William Pitt, and it may be 
remarked of Charles Fox as well. 

Sometimes in the case of the descendants of a great man the talent 
of the ancestor will, as it were, crop up after a few generations, and 


* Tarris's Treatise on Man, Prel. Diss, SS, 5, Vol. L, pp. 18, 20, 


In the case of Sheridan, his son was a man of ` 
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display itself in the members of some of the family. ‘The same thing, I 
believe, occasionally happens in the case of certain diseases which are 
supposed to be hereditary. And it is observable, also, with regard to 
portraits, that a person will sometimes exhibit a remarkable likeness to 
an ancestor of some generations back. Observation with regard to the 
transmission of diseases, and also with regard to that of family likeness, 
may be very serviceable in directing us in the investigation of the laws 
which regulate the transmission of hereditary qualities. 

The colour of the hair affords, also, a striking indication of the mode 
in which qualities descend from parents to children: one child having 
its hair of the colour of that of the father, another of that of the mother, 
while the hair of the other children will resemble in colour that of one 
of the grandparents, great-grandparents, uncles, or aunts. 

In the case of the breeding of animals, the transmission of qualities, 
and the mode in which this takes place, is exhibited more forcibly than 
in the case of mankind, and may afford us some useful hints with 
regard to the latter. But this is a branch of the subject which want of 
space precludes me from entering upon here at length, 

It was remarked, indeed, by the late Sir William Lawrance, that 
“the formation of new varieties by breeding from individuals in whom 
the desirable properties exist in the greatest degree, is seen much more 
distinctly in our domestic animals than in our own species, since the 
former are entirely in our favour.’* And that, “if men in the affair of 
marriage were as much under management as some animals are in the 
exercise of their generative functions, an absolute rule might accomplish 
in his domain almost any idea of the human form.” + 

In the case of animals of a cross breed, the tokens of the mixture 
will appear in very remote generations, where by subsequent breedings 
it might be supposed that all traces of the original cross would have been 
lost. In the case of man, where a marriage with one of quite a different 
blood—a mulatto, for instance—has taken place, a comparatively remote 
descendant will occasionally exhibit a striking resemblance to his 
mulatto ancestor, although the intermediate ancestors exhibit but very 
faint, if any, traces of this relationship, In this instance, moreover, 
some or one only of the children of the particular family will be marked 
in the way alluded to, while the others will be without any traces of this 
description.” 

“In several instances it has been observed that persons are gifted 
with remarkable endowments and qualities, intellectual and moral, as 
well as physical, which they may be traced to have derived from their 
grandparents instead of their parents. In the case of disease, this 
principle has long been recogmised. It may not unreasonably also be 
supposed that not only the particular physical, moral, and mental con- 
dition of both the parents at the time of procreation has considerable 
influence on the character of the children, and may account for the 
extensive diversity among those of the same family; but events hap- 
pening at the time of the conception of the child, and the peculiar 
pursuits of the parents, may largely affect the qualities of the offspring. 
So also the comparative age of the parents may have its effect in this 
respect—high-spirited children springing from parents who are young 
and vigorous, children grave and sedate from elderly parents.” $ 

The most extraordinary feature of all, however, and the most diffienlt 
satisfactorily to account for, in the hereditary transmission of qualities 
and endowments, is that which is occasionally presented of a direct and 
striking contrast being observable between the parents and children, 
both as regards talent and moral endowment. We hear every day a 
great deal about family likeness, but I believe that family contrast is 
nearly as common, although not so much observed, Thus, we not unfre- 
quently find that a man of great talents and acquirements has a son who 
is all but a fool, and in some instances his whole family will be much 
below par in point of intellect. Occasionally we see a son of brilliant 
ability, whose father is a man of very ordinary capacity. As regards 
the quality of energy, I have often remarked that a man of great energy 
will have a son who is remarkably deficient in this respect, and that 
men of particular energy are frequently the sons of men who were 
wanting in this quality. Sometimes one individual only in a family is 
distinguished for ability. In other instances all but one of the family 
are of more than average talent, In certain particular families mental 
superiority appears to run entirely in the female line; in others, in the 
male only, 

PSYCHOLOGY PROVED BY MOLECULAR MOTION, 


The Rev. W. Stainton-Moses, M.A., in opening a debate upon the 
paper read at the previous meeting, said :— 

“ The conclusions of Mr. Croll’s paper, which I may recapitulate for 
the sake of clearness, are that the two great problems of molecular 
physics are :—1. The constitution of the ultimate atoms, 2, What 
determines molecular motion? As to the first question, he tells us that 
he and we know nothing about it. A molecule is an aggregation of 
atoms. We know that; but what the ultimate atom is we do not 
know, for the very simple reason that our senses are not constructed to 
perceive it, We must be content then to inquire. 2, What governs 
the motion of the molecule? Force causes motion. Yes; but what 
directs force ? Mr. Croll lays it down that the action of a force cannot 
be determined by a force; neither can motion determine motion. And 
so, at last, he arrives, by a process of reasoning in which I can see no 
flaw, to the conclusion that the directing ageucy must be something 
ontside of molecular being. But this is precisely what I have been 
meaning by spirit, and my attempt to learn from Mr, Croll the nature 
of matter has landed me in spirit after all. This is perplexing. For, 
first, I can find out nothing as to the constitution of matter ; and, next, 
I am told that its: guiding power is what I cail spirit, Well, then, 
what grounds have I for believing in the existence ot this vague and 
shifty substance at all? I know that the popular belief is that not 
only is there matter, but also that there is nothing else. Mr. Croll 


* Natural Hislory of Man, s. 6, ¢ vl. t Ibid. s. 2, 6. vi. 
$ Hariis’s Zreatise un Man, Prel. Diss., s, 1, & 5, vol. 1, p. 22. 


disposes of the latter article of faith. I begin to wonder if the former 
rests on any better basis. There have been philosophers who are bold 
enough to say that the senses reveal to us no such thing as matter ; 
nay, that the popular theory respecting it does not square with the 
observed facts and phenomena. They tellus that ‘we neither see, nor 
feel, nor in any way perceive matter, and that whether as a matter of 
fact it exists or not we have no means of proving its existence.’ All. 
that we cau possibly know to exist is force. The physical world, they 
tell us, is simply a phenomenal manifestation of divine power—force 
energised by a power without, which is what I call; spirit, and, in its 
ultimate analysis, Gop. I have lately fallen in with a book which 
sets forth these ideas with singular force and cogency—The World as. 
Dynamical and Immaterial, by R.S. Wyld, LL.D., F.R.S.E. It would 
be futile to attempt to reproduce the close argumentation by which 
he elucidates his theory that molecules are colocations of atomic 
centres of force, and that matter has no real existence at all. I must 
be content with summarizing his conclusions, referring the curious to 
his book for further information. Premising a number of proofs drawn 
from physical science that matter does not exist, the author lays down 
the following propositions :—1. We neither see, feel, nor have we any 
distinct conception of matter, physical objects being cognized only by 
their active properties. 2. Matter cannot direct the complex arrange- 
ments of this world, nor can any point be suggested at which its opera- 
tions, if once begun, afterwards cease. 3. If matter be an inert mass: 
operated on by deity, as some idealists have supposed, it is super- 
fluous, occupies space, and does nothing in it, which is contrary to the 
plan of creation. From these and other similar propositions, the 
author concludes—l. The world is a vast system of localized forces’ 
acting under law. 2. The efficient agent is one external to the world 
—is what we call Sririr, 3. A physical substance is a cluster of 
atomic forces having a mutual relation and occupying a given space— 
a vacuity in respect that matter does not exist in it—a substance in 
respect of ‘the energy expended from countless dynamical atoms or 
centres of force, 4, These atoms are solid or impenetrable, inasmuch 
as they possess repelling forces, and consequently occupy a definite 
space ; but the atomic forces of one body when approached to another 
body do not necessarily resist; they may combine, and, from the 
alteration of their dynamical properties, form what to us is a new sub- 
stance. 5, Such is the visible world—a certain space occupied by 
forces grouped and acting according to law; and since, as Faraday. 
stated, a body may be said to extend as far as its forces extend, the 
universe may be regarded as one body, interpenetrated by the universal 
ether, energized by spirit and by Gop. Iam fully aware that a close 
argument so abbreviated, and presented only in its conclusions, 
becomes almost unintelligible. But if I have made myself understood, 
and if I may be permitted to fix attention for the moment on these 
conclusions, I submit that they propound a theory of much interest 
and importance. I, however, make no claim or belief. Ido but en- 
deavour to carry on a step further the conclusions arrived at by Mr.- 
Croll, and if the arguments and facts of Mr. Wyld are, in the opinion 
of competent critics, sufficient to carry his conclusions, then a very im- 
portant point has been gained. Whether they are so I make no pre- 
tension to decide, but there must be many present who will at once see 
how the theory squares with many observations they have made in the 
perplexing psychical phenomena that some of us have looked deeply 
into. They will see how the dynamical theory, getting rid of the 
notion of the materiality, the impenetrability of ponderable objects, 
explains much that before seemed inexplicable. If time permitted I 
could quote case after case within my own observation on which this 
theory throws a flood of light, Such will occur to those who have ob- 
served these phenomena, I have no desire to provoke controversy on 
a point which is only incidental. Mr. Croll asks the question—What 
governs molecular motion? aud answers it in effect—Sririr, Mr. 
Croll asks also— What is the constitution of matter? and says—I do 
not know. No one knows. No one can know, Well, then, I ask the 
question—Js there any matter at all?” 


The reading of this paper was followed by a discussion, in which Mr. 
C. C. Massey, Dr. Wyld, Mr. W. H. Coffin, and Mr, Serjeant Cox took 
part, after which the proceedings closed. : i 


You have a disagreeable duty to do at twelve o'clock, Do not blacken 
nine and ten and eleven, and all between, with the colour of twelve, Do- 
the work of each, and reap your reward in peace, So when the dreaded 
moment in the future becomes the present you shall meet it walking in 
the light, and that light will overcome its darkness.— George Macdonald. 


Warona 1s Best.—Professor of Chemistry : “ Suppose you were called 
to a patient who had swallowed a heavy dose of oxalic acid, what would 
you administer? ” K-— (who is preparing for the ministry, and who 
only takes chemistry because it is obligatory): “ I would administer the 
sacrament.” 


ALLEGED Propuecies.—Mr. N. G. Parker, of Boston, Massachusetts, 
writes to the Banner of Light about a question raised as to the genuine- 
ness of Mother Shipton’s prophecy :—“ It (the prophecy) is a well- 
known fact. I am myself the owner of an edition published in Old 
English, bearing date 1641; a copy of one printed in 1488. In the old 
histories of England, published in the last century, there is quite a long 
account of that person (Mother Shipton), having reference to Cardinal 
Wolsey. Some years ago I saw her stone at York, England, Nor is 
Mother Shipton alone; there are several equally wonderful books whose 
prophecies have already been proved correct regarding the kings of 
France and England. Some few years ago the late Mr. Drake (anti- 
quarian) spent a whole afternoon comparing notes on these very points 
with me; he had several copies of books, and the envelope that enclosed 
them was marked ‘ wonderful, because true.’ ”—Who is Mr. Drake, and 
what are the prophecies referred to? 
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INQUIRERS’ SEANCES, 
BY WILLIAM NEWTON, F.R.G.8, 

On Thursday evening last, the 19th inst., the usual weekly 
séance for inquirers was held at the Rooms of the British Na- 
tional Association of Spiritualists, 38, Great, Russell-street, 
London, with Mr. Eglinton as medium. ‘The greatest 
strangers present were invited to secure him in any way 
they deemed necessary to prevent his hands being protruded 
through the opening in the curtain. His coat cuffs and the 
sleeves at the elbows were accordingly sewn together behind 
his back, the curtains pinned before him, while on his knees 
rested the “fairy bells,” visible to all. A voice was heard 
from the cabinet, conversing with the medium, and soon 
after Mr. Eglinton’s rings were placed on the box on his 
knees by fingers which were seen by those near the cabinet ; 
a hand, of which all the fingers were seen, also thrust itself 
out, but nothing further noteworthy occurred, and soon after 
the sitting broke up, conditions being evidently unfavourable. 
One of the circle suggested that, in the position in which the 
medium had been placed, in was not impossible for his hands 
to be brought round to the front, but no one who has had 
experience of Mr, Eglinton’s dona fides and thorough-going 
willingness to submit to the most rigid tests could doubt 
that, even if they were his hands that were shown, he was 
anything but a perfectly passive agent in the matter. 

-The facts of the séance point to the necessity, on the part 
of inquirers, of patient and prolonged investigation. 


THE CROSS OF THE LEGION OF HONOUR CONFERRED 
UPON MR. CALDER. 
- Tue gratifying circumstance is not generally known, even 
among Spiritualists, that the Cross of the Legion of Honour 
of France, was once presented to Mr. Alexander Calder, 
President of the National Association of Spiritualists. We 
have, with some little difficulty, obtained Mr. Calder’s con- 
sent to the publication of the following particulars :— 
Foreign Office, Paris, July 18th, 1848, 
Mr. Calder, Vice-Consul for Denmark. 

Srr,—I have been informed that at the time of the ship- 
wreck of the frigate, La Gloire, and of the corvette La Vie- 
torieuse, on the coast of the Corea, you rendered most 
generous and timely assistance to the officers and sailors of 
these vessels on their arrival at Shanghai, where you were 
residing as Consul. I have also learned that you furnished 
the shipwrecked men with the means of returning to France, 
and that your intervention effectually reduced the expense of 
their re-shipment at a considerable saving to the public 
treasury. 

Allow me, sir, to congratulate you on your noble conduct 
and your generous intervention, and accept the thanks which 
I offer you as Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic. I 
shall have the honour to report your acts to the President of 
the Council, who is chief of the executive power, and I have 
no doubt that he will think it right to offer you some mark 
of approbation. Accept, sir, the assurance of my highest 
esteem, (Signed) JuLEs BASTIDE, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Paris, 7th October, 1848. 
King of Denmark at 


ot 


To Mr, Alexander Calder, Consul of His Majesty the 


Shanghai, now in Paris. 

Sir,—I have the honour to inform you that, at my pro- 
posal, and by a decree issued on the 4th of this month, the 
President of the Ministerial Council charged with the execu- 
tive power, has appointed you an Officer of the Order of the 
Legion of Honour. 

I am happy to have been able thus to procure the recogni- 
tion of your generous hospitality and your good offices in 
favour of the sailors of the Republic. 


Our fraternal salute VERNINAC, 


Minister of the Marine and Colonies, 


“ J wit not stand committed either for or against the conclusions of 
this book. I am satisfied by the evidence of some of the facts 
narrated ; of some others I have evidence as good as testimony can 
give. J am perfectly convinced that I have both seen and heard ina 
manuer which should make unbelief impossible, things called spiritual 
which cannot be taken by a rational being to be capable of explanation 
by imposture, coincidence, or mistake. So far I feel the ground firm 
under me,” — Professor De Morcan, in the preface to From Matter to 

spirit, 


- SPIRIT IDENTITY. 


Unner the heading of “The River Giving up its Dead,” The New 
York Times, of March 28rd, recounts the circumstances attending the 
mysterious disappearance and subsequent finding of the body of Mr. 
Gordineur C. Platner, a prominent merchant of Auburn, N.Y., who was 
last seen alive by the Wall-street ferryman at New York City, on the 
night of Nov. 21st. The body was not recovered until March 22nd, 
during which period of waiting the friends of the deceased were filled 
with sad reflections concerning his probable murder. Mr. Dick, a friend 
of Mr. Platner, identified the remains (by means of articles known to 
have been in the possession of the deceased), and, further, related the 
following story at the Coroner’s office, strong testimony to the reliability 
and wonderful scope of the mediumship of Mr. Charles H. Foster :— 

“Mr. Dick stated that about a month after the disappearance of Mr, 
Platner, himself and several others, prompted by mere curiosity, 
attended a séance given by a well-known medium. Soon after Mr. Dick 
and his friends entered the room, the medium approached the former, 
and said, ‘I think, sir, you have a missing friend, whose whereabouts 
you are anxious to ascertain. Search no longer, for he is in the spirit- 
land. Look at the back of my right hand and you will see his name.’ 
Mr. Dick, in the utmost astonishment, saw inscribed in blood-red 
characters on the medium’s hand, ‘Gordineur C. Platner.’ The 
medium further informed Mr. Dick that Mr. Platner’s body was held 
fast under a pier in the North or East river, and would not rise to the 
surface until several months had elapsed.” 

This prophecy, as will be seen by a comparison of the dates given 
above, has been verified to the letter. 


THE DEPARTURE. 


As a fond mother, when the day is o'er, 
Leads by the hand her little child to bed, 
Half-willing, half-reluctant to be led, 
And leave his broken playthings on the floor, 
Still gazing at them through the open door, 
Nor wholly reassured and comforted 
By promises of others in their stead, 
Which, though-more splendid, may not please him more ; 
So Nature deals with us, and takes away 
Our playthings one by one, and by the hand 
Leads us to rest so gently, that we go 
Scarce knowing if we wish to go or stay, 
Being too full of sleep to understand 
How far the unknown transcends the what we know. 
Henry W. Longfellow, in the Atlantic Magazine 


Correspondence. 


(Great freedom ts given tocorrespondents, who sometimes express opinions diametrically opposed 
fo those of this journal and its readers. Unsolicited communications cannot be returned ; 
copies should be kept by the writers.) 


SPIRITUALISM AND THE CHURCHES, 


Si1r,—As a liberal in matters of theology I am pleased to note what 
seems to be a new departure in the moral sentiments of modern 
Spiritualism. Awhile back I contended in this journal that “Spiritualism 
without Spirituality ” was, and is, a vulgar, fruitless, unloveable thing. 
Moreover, I have often been pained to see religion and its many “ good 
men and true,” abused, undervalued, and misrepresented by certain 
extremeradical thinkers connected with Spiritualistic inquiry. To intelli- 
gently modify a fossilised theology with the scientific light of latter-day 
revelation, I can well understand. ‘To totally despise a liberalised 
Christianity, with its vast means of organic usefulness, is quite another 
and a more serious question. But I find that The Spiritualist news- 
paper and the more influential investigators speak respectfully of the 
various churches, in proportion to the amount of intellectual force, 
culture, and earnest weight of character found combined in pulpit and 
pew. You recently told the widespread readers of The Spiritualist, 
that many of the London friends of the movement attend the church 
where the Rev. Mr. Haweis preaches with such a Dean Stanley breath, 
and where all the current questions of the time, which concern and 
agitate society, find the most interesting and thoughtful methods of 
pulpit treatment. I only know Mr. Haweis from published repute; 
and if residing, as I do, ina provincial city, I envy those thus intel- 
lectually “‘ privileged,” I am surely to be excused. But, as I said above, 
Spiritualism is outgrowing its once dangerous secular attitude. If 
scientifically attested in its cardinal facts, why should it not soon 
become a beautiful and a holy thing? Its name is the result of a 
phenomenal baptism; and the accidents of its pues history should 
warn its mountain-prophets against the perils of a galloping degrada- 
tion. It has had more than enough of doubt and darkness. The 
refining influence of religion may yet give it a daylight beauty, and a 
nobler power of beneficial circulation! If, like the sweetbriar, its 
fragance is intensified through the passing gloom of the summer 
tempest, the conservation of its better qualities need not make its well 
wishers impatient of its more effective development. 

But I see an encouraging sign. The singularly able and opportune 
articles in The Spiritualist, written by Miss Kislingbury and ‘A Broad 
Church Clergyman,” touch upon an important question. Both writers 
desire to give the movement an unassailable moral staéus, and Iam sure 
that hundreds of your well-informed readers will echo sentiments at 
once so feasible and definite. In England and America Spiritualism 
has been—unavoidably, perchance — almost entirely a ‘‘ fragmatic: 
surprise ” in the otherwise important elements of physical mediumship, 
whilst on the European Continent it has formed a less stormy bond of 
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moral cohesion, through its more refined religious aspirations. Of 
course science—unless it is befooled — will always cry out for its 
Joundation facts ; for, apart from this sure basis of attested revelation, 
Spiritualism can never exceed the intangible hope of a frenzied dream, 
But, if scientifically established, it may be made holy outside, as well 
as inside, its new communion rails; and no man’s honourable religious 
faith need feel an insult from the psychic wonders of séance experiments. 
J. T. MARKLEY. 
8, Crawthorn-street, Peterborough. 


MRS, LAWRENCE, 


Srr,—The friends of Mr. J. W. Lawrence may be glad to know that 
Mrs. Lawrence continues to receive the sum of 12s. 6d. per week from 
the fund which was collected when her husband was first imprisoned, 
T have lately received the following additions to the fund, viz.:—Mr, 
Martheze, £1; Mr. C. C. Massey, £1. Mr. Peterson has also given the 
family much assistance. 

Mrs. Lawrence is a good machinist, and will be glad of employment 
as a needlewoman. E. KISLINGBURY. 

38, Great Russell-strect, London. 


THE PHANTOM DOG NEAR MALVERN LINK. 


Sır, —Last night, Mr. Robert Maitland and the editor of the Malvern 
News, joined me in an investigation of this subject, in the presence of 
the owner of the deceased bitch, and of the two chief witnesses to her 
barking since she died. The two latter swore that they would know her 
voice among a thousand. We heard the bark distinctly and repeatedly, 
but we all three agreed that, without in the least doubting the good faith 
of the witnesses, there seemed no sufficient reason for supposing that 
what we heard was anything but a dog in the flesh, distant, at the very 
least, half a mile. The conditions were, in every respect, most favour- 
able, and the two witnesses said that they had never heard the bark 
more distinctly: Under the circumstances, I think I need not trouble 
you with all the details. 

Mr. Maitland subsequently said that he lad sent the story to you as 
being curious enough to be worth recording, but had not considered it of 
sufficient importance to be worth investigating. I think, on the con- 
trary, that records of uninvestigated allegations are worse than useless 
Tumber. 

I asked Mr. Maitland whether he would write to you again, and he 
said that he preferred to leave it to me to do so. A. Joy. 

Malvern, Tuesday, April 24th, 1877. 


Mr. E. W. Wattis is giving a trance séance every Saturday afternoon 
at three o’clock, at 38, Great Russell-street. After the discourse, the 
subject of which is chosen by the audience, questions are allowed. 


Mr, ALEXANDER CALDER subscribed £5 towards the alterations on the 
premises of the National Association of Spiritualists, not £1, as 
erroneously printed in our last. 


Dx. Canter Brak: has had a serious relapse, and is again in a very 
precarious state. The last bulletin (Wednesday morning) is to the 
effect that there is no change for the worse since the previous day. 


Fortnicutty Mrrrincs.—On Monday evening next the fortnightly 
meetings of the National Association of Spiritualists will be resumed at 
38, Great Russell-street. The subject of the discussion will be—" On 
Some Further Points Connected with Form Manifestations,” by Mr. W. 
H. Coffin. 


Mr. WILLIAMS IN BIRMINGHAM.—An account has been sent us of a 
séance given in a private house in Birmingham by Mr. Williams, a few 
days ago, but the value of the narrative is entirely destroyed by none 
of the witnesses having given their names or addresses for publication. 
Nevertheless, we depart from our usual rule of taking no notice of such 
communications, and make a few quotations :—“ The circle consisted 
of seven ladies and gentlemen, including the medium; we sat at a 


round table in a darkened room, all holding hands to make it impos-. | 


sible for any one to move without being observed during the séance. 
A gentleman held Mr. Williams’s left anda lady his right hand, and 
neither of them loosed his hands during the whole of the time. The 
f Oxford Chimes’ had been placed on the middle of the table, this 
was taken up, carried about the room and played to represent bells, 
with a beautiful crescendo and diminuendo; we heard it rapped 
against the ceiling ; a little bell too was rung frequently and placed on 
one of our heads; the piano, which was shut, was opened, and the 
notes were struck several times with great force ; it was found shut at 
the end of the séance, A gentleman asked Peter to bring him a lily of 
thejvalley that the lady who sat opposite him wore in her dress; at 
once the flower was carried round tor each of us to smell, and then 
placed in one of our hands; later, it was taken back to its owner and 
carefully replaced in the little button-hole bottle. One of the sitters 
requested that a bit of the flower might be broken off and put between 
her lips, which was immediately done. He next complied with another 
request, viz., that some of the water out of the water-bottle (the only 
water in the room) should be put on the forehead of one of the sitters. 
Then an arm-chair, away from the circle, was moved about and the 
cushion and antimacassar upou it were brought to the table, the cord 
of the former being placed round a lady's arm, thus uniting her to her 
neighbour. All this would have been worthless but for the fact that 
it was a private séance, in a private drawing-room, where there was no 
possibility of machinery or trickery, for we were friends having perfect 
confidence in each other, besides, neither we nor Mr, Williams (who 
was conscious the whole time) were in such a position, our hands 
being held, that we could possibly have produced any of the manifesta- 
tions. 


. readings. 


Literary Potire. 


Lights and Shadows of Spiritualism, by D. D. Home. 
London: Virtue and Co., 1877. bs Sat 
A PARAGRAPH printed a fortnight ago in The Spiritualist 


is so applicable to this book and its author, that we here re- 
produce it :— 


Powerful physical mediums are always impulsive individuals, 
strongly driven at times by their passions, and of these passions jealousy 
of each other sometimes rages to a most abnormal extent, so that par- 
ticular mediums are noted for it, and, because of their measureless abuse 
of their rivals, have alienated most of their own friends, and hopelessly 
sunk themselves in a quagmire of contempt. Experienced Spiritualists 
now never pay the slightest attention to what one physical medium says 
against others, or against persons the speaker does not like, except to 
believe the opposite of what is stated, and that the medium is probably 
describing his own personal characteristics, Physical mediums are con-' 
sidered to be “out of court” in criticising each other, and only land 
themselves in disgrace by making the attempt; they sometimes fabricate 
worse things about each other than are fabricated against the whole of them 
by ignorant disbelievers, who class them asimpostors. Thisisthe worst of 
all the shadows, and the worst of all the dangers of modern Spiritualism, 
because it is internal; but Spiritualists have determined to put an end 
to it. It has done much to lessen the prestige of mediums, and to 
destroy respect far them ; their influence is not one-half so great as it 
used to be before this special characteristic, among others, became known. 
Mr. Williams, Mr, Eglinton, and a few others, have won golden opinions 
by keeping silence about rival mediums. The lower the spirits, the 
greater is their direct power over common matter; go persons thus 
influenced require close watching and kindly guidance while they are 
blazing with jealousy or other passions, 

The first 176 pages of Mr. Home’s new book are devoted 
to the Spiritualism of antiquity. Pages 177 to 373 (196 in 
all) are chiefly filled with such mud in relation to other 
physical mediums than himself, as the author has been able 
to collect from the refuse of a great movement during a long 
course of years. This collection will be of value only to the 
enemies of Spiritualism, who will be glad of such an indus- 
triously constructed fountain to draw from when they wish to 
slander the subject. After giving 196 pages to the ‘“‘shadows’’. 
of Spiritualism, the next part of the book, from page 374 to 
page 402 (or 28 pages only) contains nothing further about 
rival mediums, but is devoted to what are called “ the higher 
aspects of Spiritualism,” to its “lights,” and these, forsooth, 
consist chiefly, but not entirely, of a few remarkable séances 
for physical manifestations, which, it is scarcely necessary 
to state, were every one given through Mr. Home’s own 
mediumship. In one or two cases the name of the medium 
is not mentioned, but the veil of anonymity has been made 
so thin as to be easily seen through without effort or desire. 
From beginning to end of the book no creditable séance with 
any physical medium but himself is recorded, and all the 
kindly remarks he makes throughout the whole book towards 
one and all the physical;mediums in the world, are exactly 
none at all. As previously stated, the book will be valued 
only by the enemies of Spiritualism, but these already get 
much more garbage of the same kind for a shilling in the 
book of Messrs. Maskelyne and Cooke, whose „collection of 
refuse, therefore, carries off the palm. 

The book has not one redeeming feature, and its author, 
instead of issuing such a discreditable production to his own 
injury, would have benefited himself had he heeded the 
following remark written to him by Mr. William Crookes :—. 

I am doubtful whether such a book as you propose to publish will do 
any real good. You know mediums have the reputation of being very 
jealous one of another, and, consequently, any accusations which may 


be brought by one against another. however well supported they may be 
by facts, are explained away in this manner. 


KR 


Dr. Davies’s Lecturrs.—The last lecture of Dr. Maurice Davies’s, 
series on “ Modern Poetry” came off at Mrs, Makdougall Gregory’s, 
21, Green-street, Grosvenor-square, London, on Weduesday evening 
last, and was devoted to “Humour: English aud American.” The 
lecturer modestly resolved to make. his discourse an annotated reading 
rather than an actual lecture, and to let his humourists teil their own 
story. The result was a thoroughly characteristic programme of 
humorous illustrations, beginning with Sydney Smith’s inimitable 
picture of “The Pea-green Tradesman,” in his Royal Institution 
lecture on “ Humour,” and ending with some very extravagant 
instances of American fun from the pages of Bret Harte, the Biglow 
Papers, Orpheus C. Kerr, and concluding with Mark Twain’s story of 
“The Good Little Boy who did not Prosper.’ In conclusion, Dr. 
Davies thanked Mr. Tamplin for his kind assistance in the way of 
musical illustration for which he persistently refused fee or reward. 
These illustrations were quite as successful in the comic as the serious 
Another course will be given shortly, 
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HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE. 
Queen’s Bencu,—First Drviston,—APRIE 19. E 
Sittings at Westminster.—(Before Justices Mellor and Lush.) 
THE QUEEN V. THE JUSTICES OF MIDDLESEX.—THE END OF THE SLADE CASE, 


Mr. S. Hitz, QC., with whom was Mr. Cooper, appeared to make. 
the rule absolute that had been granted calling upon the Justices of 
Middlesex to show cause why a mandamus should not issue command- 


ing them to hear the appeal in this case from a conviction of the 


stipendiary justice at Bow-atreet. ; 
Ar. May, in the absence of Mr. Besley, showed cause against the 


rule. He submitted two preliminary objections to the rule. The first 
was, that the conviction was no longer in existence, and the granting 
of the rule would not revive it; and secondly, that before this rule 
could be heard the order for quashing the appeal must be first quashed 
by certiorari. . : f 

The Court held that if a certiorari was necessary, they would at 
once amend the rule. i : 

Mr. Justice Mellor said that what occurred at the Sessions was no 
hearing at all. l 

Mr. Massey then submitted that the magistrate had heard the 
appeal and exercised jurisdiction. The objection taken before the 
magistrate was not a preliminary one, but it arose on the appeal, 
although it occurred at an early period of the hearing. The question 
decided was on the form of the conviction, and was one that must have 
been determined if the case had gone on for a considerable time, Their 
decision on that point was an exercise of their jurisdiction. It 
mattered not at what stage they exercised jurisdiction on the main 
point to be raised in the appeal—viz., the omission of the words “by 
palmistry or otherwise.” The decision of the justices quashing the 
conviction, so far from being a declining of jurisdiction, was a decision 
on the substantial point of law raised in the bill. 

Mr. Justice Lush—You say that if the justices had heard all the 
evidence and had found that the defendant did use subtle means and 
devices, they must still have considered if it made him a rogue and 
vagabond within the statute. 

Mr. Massey—And also that the words “ by palmistry or otherwise” 
were essential words to be considered, The mandamus would be no 
direction to them how to decide these words. They would, in all pro- 
bability, decide in the same manner, and the result would be the 
scandalous spectacle of an inferior court of jurisdiction setting their 
lordships’ opinion at defiance in the exercise of that jurisdiction the 
Court would command them to exercise. The mandamus would only 
command them to decide—not to decide in a particular way. What- 
ever the form in which a conviction was drawn up there must have 
been a hearing, and an exercise of jurisdiction. Ít would bea per- 
fectly good return to the mandamus for the justices to say that they 
had quashed the conviction because, in the exercise of their jurisdic- 
tion, they had heard, and determined, and decided that the conviction 
was bad. It mattered not whether they had decided rightly or wrongly. 
This Court had only interfered when justices had acted from a mis- 
taken view as to their jurisdiction and powers in preliminary 
matters. In this case, as he had already said, a decision on the terms 
of the conviction was within the jurisdiction of the magistrates, 
although it was raised at the commencement of the appeal. There 
must have been innumerable convictions quashed at sessions on the 
mere forms of convictions, where the prosecutions entirely dissented 
from the views taken by the justices ; and it was manifestly obvious 
thatif quashing on a matter of form was not an exercise of jurisdic- 
tion, there would be numerous records in the books to the contrary, 
The negative argument was immensely in his favour on that point. 
The justices, so far from deciding that they had no jurisdiction, had 
decided that the committing magistrates had no jurisdiction in the 
case that came before them on the ground that the conviction was bad 
in form. The justices had here decided the matter of the appeal, and 
it was immaterial at what stage of the appeal that was done. He 
then submitted, what would perhaps be thought to be the substantial 
point of contenticn, that the omission of the words “ by palmistry or 
otherwise ” was fatal to the conviction. 

Mr, Justice Mellor said that before the learned counsel -entered on 
that point it would be better to hear the other side on the point pre- 
viously raised. 

Mr. S. Hill said the justices had not considered the facts of the 
case. The justices refused to hear the case before them, and declined 
jurisdiction, but decided on a preliminary objection, They did not 
apply their minds to consider whether the facts set forth in the con- 
viction brought the case within the statute. The objection was pre- 
liminary that the conviction did not contain the words “by palmistry 
or otherwise,” so as to make the defendant a rogue and vagabond 
within the statute. 

Mr. Justice Mellor—Was not the decision, although in one sense 
preliminary, on a substantial point? 

Mr. Justice Lush referred to what took place before the justices on 
the appeal, and said he could not see how the insertion of the words 
“by palmistry or otherwise” would have improved the form of 
the conviction, The Court refused to amend, and then held that the 
form was bad. The fiuding was that the conviction on the face of it 
was bad. If the amendment had been made they would have held the 
conviction to have been good. 

‘Mr. Hill said that was so, and then came the questions, was the 
introduction of the words necessary to make the form of conviction 
good, and was that decision a decision on the merits of the case? 

“Mr. Justice Mellor said it was a great misfortune that after the 
Assistant-Judge refused to amend, and had given his decision, He also 
refused to grant a special case. 

Mr. Hill said whut was done on the ground that he could apply for a 
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mandamus to have the appeal considered on its merits. The appeal 
was decided on what should fairly be called a preliminary matter, and 
not on the merits. The magistrates did not interfere with the 
Assistant-Jadge’s decision, because they were under the impression 
then that he had authority to speak for them. What was done 
amounted to no decision of the Court. 

. Mr. Justice Mellor said the Court had come to the conclusion that 
the rule for a mandamus must be discharged. It appeared to them 
that the rule on which a mandamus was issued had been clearly stated, 
but the question here was, whether the justices had declined to enter- 
tain the appeal. He was of opinion they had not. The first step to be 
considered was whether the conviction, by the omission of certain 
words, did not disclose an offence within the statute. The magistrates 
were inclined to amend the conviction, but they declined to do go, 
thinking they had no power to do that, and by so deciding they com- 
mitted an error, and an indiscretion in deciding the appeal on the 
conviction as it stood, and they came to an erroneous decision that 
the acts therein stated did not bring the offence within the statute. 
It would have been more wise and discreet if the amendment had been 
made, or a case stated for the opinion of this Court. The justices had 
exercised jurisdiction, and therefore this Court could not interfere by 
mandamus, 

Mr. Justice Lush was of the same opinion, and had come to the 
same conclusion with reluctance. He was not sure that the judicial mind 
of the learned judge who presided was applied to the construction of 
the statute from bis appearing to place so much reliance on the 
omission of the words, which, if inserted, would not, according to his 
(Mr. Justice Lush’s) impression, have made the least difference in the 
quality of the offence. 

Rule discharged without costs.—Daily News. 
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Ow the first Wednesday in every month, Mr, E. W. Wallis and others 
will carry on the most useful work of trying experiments in mesmerism, 
at 15, St. Peter’s-road, Mile End, London. 

Tur Banner of Light says:— Ex-Mayor Oakley Hall, of New York, ` 
the prosecutor of mediums, has gone over to London to see his friend 
Lankester,” 

Tar mind is the measure of the man—-grander in its empire than 
military fame, vaster its conceptions than the edicts of emperors; the 
men of all ages bow to the majesty of mental and spiritual greatness, 


Tue editor of George Francis Train’s Paper has favoured us with two 
copies of that eccentric journal; its place of publication is printed as 
“ The Universe,” and the journal, many of the articles in which are in 
verse, is described beneath the title as “A Psychologic Museum of Facts 
and Ready-made Encyclopedia of the Current Events of the Day! 
Live Ideas in this Dead Age from the Most Sane Man in this Mad 
World!” 

Mrs, Wetpon’s OnpHanace.—A writer in Vanity Fair of last week, 
in the course of some remarks on Mrs, Weldon’s Orphanage, says :— 
“I made an expedition lately to that. remote quarter of London, 
Tavistock-square, perhaps the dreariest of those huge decayed but 
once fashionable quarters of town. At one corner of the square is 
a sort of inner square guarded by iron gates, on passing which you 
find yourself before a handsome but rather decayeu-looking mansion, 
yclept Tavistock-house. I believe Dickens once lived and wrote in 
this house; but its present occupant is a lady well known in the 
musical world, who has turned it into a sort of half-school, half- 
refuge, where, with a perseverance and enthusiasm that do her 
credit, she passes all her time in teaching the young idea the rudiments 
of music. Was it not kind-hearted Mrs. Thrale who filled her hus- 
band’s house at Streatham with infirm old paupers of both sexes, 
much to the discomfort of her husband and the annoyance of her 
great friend, Dr. Johnson, and Bozzy, a hundred years ago? Mrs. 
‘Weldon—for why not name this kind, good lady ?—has done even more 
than Mrs: Thrale, for these poor little waifs and strays completely fill 
her house, large as itis. The day I was there (it was, for a wonder, 
not raining), the entrance front of the house was alive with small 
urchins of both sexes, scampering about with bare feet all over the 
place. As to the unclothed feet, I asked the cause of this lack of 
costume—for above the knee the future Bachs and Mozarts were com- 
pletely if not luxuriously clothed. ‘ Ob, they enjoy running about like 
that!’ I was told, and certainly, to judge by their gambols on the 
gravel, they seemed happier than the smarter-dressed little folk one 
sees strutting about the park in diminutive high-heeled boots. Come 
and sing to Granny!’ At this order the whole infantine troop 
gathered round us, and, accompanied by ‘Granny’ on a small hand 
piano, performed a series of juvenile airs founded on nursery ditties, 
such as ‘Jack and Jill,’ ‘Ba, ba, black sheep,’ and others. I cannot 
fancy children happier than these, and I wish they could always re- 
main as they now are, for although their ‘ Granny’ appears to imagine 
that all will-be distinguished singers or musicians when they come to 
maturity, whatever their future may be, their good ‘Granny’ may 
hope that when the last days draw near, and when her sands of time 
are drawing to a close, sle will be able to look back with some hap- 
piness on the trouble and toil she has spent in the education of these 
poor little neglected creatures, At any rate, for her the promise will 
hold good, that for those who have been kind and merciful to the 
unfortunate on this dark little planet, a happier and higher life of use- 
fuluess will be given. As I sat in the doorway of this quaint old 
house in Tavistock-square, and listened to these once unclaimed and 
uucared-for little fragments of our social life singing the old nursery 
ditties, I felt how much good could be done, and how much talent 
discovered, were there more ‘Grannies’ like unto this one, whom I 
wish all possible success in her kind and hopeful enterprise. This 
good lady will be glad to receive any old clothes, I believe.” 


APRIL 27, 1877. 


THE SPIRITUALIS? 


BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHOLOGY, 
MESMERISM, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND 
BIOLOGY, 


Representing the English and American Literature of Spirit- 
ualism, obtainable of W, H. Harrison, Spiritualist News- 
paper Branch Office, 38, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, 
London, W.C. . 


{For purposes of mutual convenience the above office has been 
rented on the premises of the National Association of Spirit- 
ualists, but the Association and The Spiritualist Newspaper and 


pabraning business are not in any way connected with each 
other. z : 


THE DEBATABLE LAND, by the Hon. Robert Dale 
Owen, formerly American Minister at the Conrt of Naples. -A 
standard work containing interesting and well-authenticated 
facts, proving the reality of spirit communion. It also contains 
an elaborate essay defining the author's views of the relation- 
ship of Spirituallam to the Christian Church, 7s, 6d. 


FOOTFALLS ON THE BOUNDARY OF ANOTHER 
WORLD, by Robert Dale Owen. An excellent book of absorb- 
ing interest, replete with well-authenticated narratives, describ- 
ing manifestations produced by spirits. 7s. 6d. 


REPORT ON SPIRITUALISM, by the Committee of 
the Dialectical Soclety. This commlttee consisted of literary, 
scientific, and other professional men who investigated Spiritual- 
ism for two years without engaging the services of any profes- 
sional medium, after which they published the report. Original 
edition, 15s. ; moderately abridged edition, 63, 


RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRIT- 
UALISM, by William Crookes, F.R.S. The best work ever 
ublished to' scientifically demonstrate the reality of some of 

Rie physical phenomena of Spiritualism, 6s. 

MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM, by 
Alfred Russell Wallace, F.R.G.S. This book contains a masterly 
argument in reply to Ilume’s “ Essay on Miracles,” It also 
records a large number of interesting spiritual manifestations, 
and contains some of the personal expericncea of Mr. Wal- 


lace, 53. 

PLANCHETTE; OR, THE DESPAIR OF SCIENCE, 
by Epes Sargent, A book rich in descriptions of well-auth enti- 
cated spiritual phenomena. Information about the relationship 
of Spiritualism to Religion and Science is also given. 5s, 

VONCERNING SPIRITUALISM, by Gerald Massey. 
A brilliant well written little essay on Spiritualism. Neatly 
bound, with gilt edges. 2s. 

LETTERS ON SPIRITUALISM, by the late J. W. 
Edmonds, Judge of the Supreme Court, New York, U.8. This 
book consists’ of essays on the Social, Moral, and Scientific 
aspects of Spiritualism. 3s. 6d. 

WHERE ARE THE DEAD? OR, SPIRITUALISM 
EXPLAINED, by Fred. A. Binney, A practically useful work 
for inqurers, giving general information about English profes- 
stonal and non-professional mediums, also about the periodical 
and other Literature of Spiritualism. 8s, 7 

THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF SPIRITUALISM 
IN ENGLAND, by Benjamin Coleman. Contains importan 
facts connected with the early movement in this country with 
which the author was identified, and an account of some of the 
most remarkable of his personne experiences, 18. 

WHAT AM I? Vol, IL, by E. W. Cox, Serjcant-at- 
Law, An Introduction to Psychology. This book admits tlie 
reality of some of the Physical Phenomena of Spiritualism, but 
argucs that they are produced by, an alleged Psychic Force, 
unconsciously: governed in its action by the thoughts of the 
medium or the spectators, 8s. The first volume of this book, 
which deals chiefly with Physiology, is out of print. 

GLIMPSES OF THE SUPERNATURAL, by the Rev. 
F. G. Lee, D.C.L. This newly-published book contains Facts 
and Traditions relating to Dreams, Omens, Apparitions, 
Wraiths, Warnings, and Witchcraft. ‘The author admits the 
reality of Spiritua visitations, but considers modern Spiritnal- 

sm to be diabolical. He, however, gives valuable facts, pre- 

viously unpublished, and prints the only authorised and com- 
plete account of the Apparition seen by one of the ancestors of 
ord Lyttleton. 2 Vols., crown 8vo., 153. 

REAL LIVE IN SPIRIT LAND. Given through the 
mediumship of Mrs, Maria M. King. This book professes to give 
life experiences, scenes, incidents, and conditions illustrative of 
spirit life. The preface says :—'‘Experienced spirits state pro- 
positions to man in the flesh as they would state them to each 
other, expecting or hoping that they will not be taken for 
granted because uttered by a spirit, but will be fully weighed in 
the light of all the reason and experience possessed by those 
who receive their instructions.” 63, 6d. 

PROOF PALPABLE OF IMMORTALITY, by Epes 
Sargent. This work, by an American author of acknowledged 
ability, gives an account of the materialisation of Spirits in 
England and America during the past few years in the presence 
of famous mediums, and, as a rule, before educated witnesses 
of more or less literary and scientific ability. The work_also 
contains remarks on the relations of the facts to theology, 
morals, and religion; and it is prefaced with a portrait of the 
materialised spirit Katie King, copied from a photograph of her 
taken by Mr. Barrison by the nid of the magnesium Tight. 53. 

MIRACLES, PAST AND PRESENT, by the Rev. 
William Mountford. The author is an acute and vigorous 
thinker, and a writer of unquestioned ability, Contents: The 
Anti-Supernaturalism of the Present Age i Science and the 
Supernatural; Miracles and Doctrine; Miracles and the Be- 
lieving Spirit; The Scriptures and Pneumatology; Miracles 
and Science: the Spirit and the Prophets Thereof; Anti- 

Supernatural Misunderstandings; the Last Ecstatic; Matter 

Bid Spirit; the Outburst of EAE & Thoughts on Spirl- 
tualisin ; A Miracle Defined; Miracles as Signs; Miracles and 
the Creative Spirit; Miracles and Human Nature; Miracles 
and Prenmatolozy the Spirit and the Old Testament; the 
Old Testament and the New; the Spirit; Jesus and the Spirit ; 
Jesus and Resurrection; the Church and the Spirit. 12mo., 
606 pp. Cloth 106. 6d. ‘ 

ALLAN KARDEO'S “SPIRITS’ BOOK” (Blackwell). 


7s 6d. es 
THE SOUL OF THINGS, by William Denton. In 
- this extraordinary book the author, who is a Professor of 
Gcology in America, employed clairvoyants to reveal to him 
py vision events connected with the early history of geological 
specimens: these sensitives thus saw the Mastodon and other 
extinct animals as if living and moving before them; they like- 
wise saw the scenes by which these prehistoric animals iwere 
surrounded. The author also sent his clairvoyants to examine 
ortions of different planets, and they gave descriptions of the 
inhabitants, physical geography, and vegetation of each. The 
ook is illustrated with numerous engravings, drawn by the 
sensitives as the visions passed before their eyes, The substance 
of a review of this book in “ The Spiritualist ” was to the effect 
that there is no doubt as to the integrity of the author, who also 
possesses sufficient intelligence to select clairvoyants who would 
not cheat him. The question as to the reliability of the narratives 
therefore narrows itself down to the question of the reliability 
of clairvoyance, which, when employed to gain information about 
distant places on earth, has been found sometimes to give ac- 
curate results and sometimes inaccurate results. The review 
further expresses the opinion that If eyer interplanetary com- 
munication should be established, it will he by means of clair- 
voyance or some other of the latent and -little understood 
spiritual powers in man. Three Vols, 24s.; or 8s. per single 


volume. 

POEMS OF THE INNER LIFE. Given by Spirits 
through the mediumship of Lizzie Doten. The accusation is some- 
times made by disbelievers that spirit messages are of attrumpery 
character, but these beautiful poems give evidence that all spirit 
utterances are not so. “The Prophecy of Vala,” published 
in this book, and professedly given by the Spirit of Edgar Allen 
Poe, is better than any which that poet wrote during the whole 
of nis life on carth, Best edition, gilt, 10s, 6d.; cheap edition, 
78. 6 


in 


POEMS OF PROGRESS. Given by spirits through 
the mediumship of Lizzie Doten. This, like the preceding work, 
is a collection of beautiful poems, 7s. 6d. 

PEOPLE FROM THE OTHER WORLD, by Col. H. 
5. Olcott. Profusely illustrated. This book is dedicated to Mr. 
William Crookes and Mr. Alfred Russell Wallace. The author 
is a literary gentleman of high standing in New York. and the 
book censists of descriptions of seances at which materialised 
spirits appeared under test conditions, in the Bresence of the 
author and other witnesses, Pictures of the dy Brothers, 
their homestead, and the phenomena presented at their seances, 
are included in the work. 12s. 6d. 

NATTY, A SPIRIT; HIS PORTRAIT AND HIS 

_ LIFE. By Allan Putnam. 4s. 

BIBLE MARVEL-WORKERS, AND THE POWER 
WHICH HELPED THEM TO PERFORM MIGHTY WORKS. 
By Allan Putnam. 6s 

PSALMS OF LIFE. A collection containing 150 pieces 
of music, and 550 Spiritual hymns, compiled by John $. Adams, 


5s. 

HOW AND WHY I BECAME A SPIRITUALIST. 
By Washington A. Danskin, 4s. 6d. 

POEMS BY AOHSA W. SPRAGUE, for many years a 
public trance speaker on Spiritual Philosophy. 5s. 

THE FUTURS LIFE, as described by Mrs. Elizabeth 
Sweet, with an introduction by Judge Edmonds. 7s. 6d. 

THE PRINCIPLES OF NATURE, given inspiration- 

` ally through the medinmship of Mrs. Maria M. King. 7s. Gd. 

THE ORIGIN AND ANTIQUITY OF PHYSIOAL 
MAN SCIENTIFICALLY CONSIDERED. By Hudson Tuttle. 
This book argues that man is contemporary with the Mastodon, 
and details the history of his subsequent development. 7s. 6d. 

THE IRRECONCILABLE RECORDS; OR, GENESIS 
AND GEOLOGY. By William Denton. 3s. 

MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. By Robert Dale Owen, 
8s. 6d. 

LOOKING BEYOND, by J. O. Barratt, contains the 
testimony of the departed about the world beyond the grave. 5s. 

AN HOUR WITH THE ANGELS, by A. Brigham, a 
vision of scenes in the Spirit Land. _3s. 6d. 

HEAVEN OPENED; OR, MESSAGES FOR THE 
BEREAVED, FROM OUR LITTLE ONES IN GLORY. 
Christian spirit-messages given through the medinmship of F. J. 
T. _ (Part one), 6d. y Se 

HEAVEN OPENED, containing further descriptions of, 
and advanced teachings from the Spirit Land. (Part two), 6d. 

HINTS FOR THE EVIDENCES OF SPIRITUAL- 
ISM, by M. P. 2s. 6d. . 

WILL-ABILITY, by Joseph Hands, M-R.C.S.; contains 


experiments on Mesmerism and arguments relating to Free Will. 
S. Gd. 
STRANGE VISITORS, dictated through a Olair- 


voyant. 63. 2 A 
THE INNER MYSTERY. An inspirational poem, 
By Lizzie Doten. _ 2s. 
ELEOTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY, by Dod. 7s. 6d. 
DAWN. An American Novel, advocating Progressive 
principles, 5s. 6d. 
FLASHES OF LIGHT FROM THE SPIRIT 
WORLD. Through the mediumship of Mrs. Conant. 7s. 6d. 
BIOGRAPHY OF MRS. CONANT, 7s. ôd. 
OHRIST IDEA IN HISTORY, by Hudson Tuttle. 7s. 
DENTON’S POEMS. 2s, 
RADICAL DISCOURSES, by William Denton. 6s. 6d. 
RADICAL RHYMES, by William Denton. 6s. 6d. 
OUR PLANET, by William Denton. 7s. 6d. 
BOOK OF MEDI 0215, by Allan Kardec, (Mrs. Wood’s 
anslation.) 7s. 6d. 
SEMRS OF gas AGES, by J. M. Peebles. ös. 
THE SPIRITUAL PIL iRIM, by J. M. Peebles. 


. 6d. 
ROUND THE WORLD, by J. M. Peebles. 10s. 
STATUVOLENCE; OR, ARTIFICIAL SOMNAM- 


BULISM. Ys. 6d. 

MRS. CROWES NIGHT SIDE OF NATURE. 2s. 

MODERN AMERICAN SPIRITUALISM, by Emma 
Hardinge, 15s. . 

THEE TWO WORLDS, by Brevior. 12s. 6d. 

GLIMPSES OF A BRIGHTER LAND. Aninteresting 
little book. containing messages given by Spirits through the 
Writing Mediumship of a Lady, _ 2s, 6d. i 

PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE, by Dr. Bucknill and 
Dr, Daniel IT. Tuke. 25s. 

APPARITIONS, by Newton Crosland, 2s. 6d. 

THE RELIGIOUS SYSTEM OF THE AMAZULU, 
giving information about Spiritual Phenomena among the 
Amazulu and other Tribes of South Africa, by the Rev. Canon 
Callaway, M D., in three parts. 12s, 

OUTLINES OF TEN YEARS’ INVESTIGATION 
INTO THE PHENOMENA OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM, 
by Thomas P. Barkas. 

APPARITIONS: A NARRATIVE OF FACTS, by the 
Rev. Bourchier Wrey Saville, M.A. 4s. 6d. 

HESPERIA. Poems, by Cora L. V. Tappan. 6s, 

AROANA OF NATURE. Two Vols. By Hudson 
Tuttle. 6s. per Vol. 

ARCANA OF SPIRITUALISM, by Hudson Tuttle. 


53. 
CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS, by Hudson 


Tuttle. 2s. 6d. : 

TILE SPIRITUAL LYRE. A Collection of Songs for 
the use of Spiritualists. 1s. Paper, 6d. , 

DEMONOLOGY AND WITCHORAFT, by Sir Walter 
Scott. 6s. 

SIGNS BEFORE DEATH. A Record ot Strange 
Apparitions, Remarkable Dreams, cte. 35. 6d. 

STORIES OF INFINITY: 1. LUMEN.—2. HISTORY 
OF A COMET.—3. AN INFINITY, by Cannille Flammarion. 6s. 

LIFE LINE OF THE LONE ONE; OR, AUTO- 
BIOGRAPILY OF THE WORLD'S CHELD, by Warren Chase. 
4s. 6d, 

NATURES LAWS IN HUMAN LIFE. An Ex- 
position of Spiritualism. 6s. 

VOICES FROM THE SPIRIT WORLD, being Com- 
A a from many Spirits by the hand of Fsaac Post. 
5s. 6d. 

THE GADERENE; OR, SPIRITS IN PRISON, by 
J. O. Barrett and J M. Peebles. : 


SECOND-HAND BOOKS. 


THE PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRITS IN RELATION 
TO MATTER. By C. M. Burnett, M.D. 5s. 


THE DEMONIACS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
By Hugh Farmer, 1765. 2s. 6d. 


ANIMAL MAGNETISM, by Edwin Lee, M.D. Con- 
tains Records of Experiments relating te Mesmerism, Somnam- 
bulism, and Clairvoyance, and philosophical considerations con- 
nected therewith. ‘This work gamed the prize otfered for com- 
petition by the Milan Society for the Encouragement of Arts 
and Sciences, (Pub, at 7s, 6d.) 4s, 


THE COMING MAN. By the Rev. James Smith, 
formerly Editor of the “Family Herald.” (2 Vols; 10s 


WORKS BY ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS, 


The“ Poughkeensie Seer.” 
Nature's Divine Revelations 
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Religions of the World (Leigh)—A well-written little book, 
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The Wheel of the Law (Alabaster)—A book containing in- 
teresting particulars and legends relating to Buddhism .14 0 
Three Lectures on Buddhism {Eitel} $ . . - 50 
History of American Socialisms (Noyes) . . . ~18 Q 
The Romantic History of Buddha (Beal) . 2 š .12 6 
Catena of Buddhist Scriptures (Beal) n < K . 15 0 
Threading my Way, an Autobiography, by Robert Dale Owen. 7 6G 


Travels of Fah-Hian and Sun-Yun, Buddhist Pilgrims, from 
China to India (400 A.D. and 418 A.p.). Translated from 
the Chinese by Samuel Beal, B.A., Trin. Coil., Gam. . 10 6 

The Nursery Tales, Traditions, and Histories of the Zuwlus, 
by the Rev. Henry Callaway, M.D. In six parts .16 0 

The Life and Teachings of Confucius, Trans.ated into English, 
pith Preliminary Essays and Explanatory Notes, by James 

egge, D.D. a è 7 : n .10 6 

Myths and Myth-makers. Old Tales and Superstitions inter 
preted by Comparative Mythology, by John Fiske, M.A. . 10 6 

Awas-I-Hind,; or, A Voice from the Ganges, by an Indian Officer 5 0 

The Life and Works ‘of Mencius. Translated into English 
from the Chinese Classics, by James Legge, D.D., LL.D. . 12 0 i 

On Exalted States of the Neryous System; an fpilegea) Ex- 
planation of the Mysteries of Modern Spiritualism, 

reams, Trance, Somnambulism, Vital Photography, Faith 
Will, Origin of Life, Anssthesia, and Nervous ongestion 
by Robert H. Collyer, M.D. 3 : 

The Dervishes; or, Oriental Spiritualism, by John P. Brown, 
Secretary of the Legation of the United States of America 
at Constantinople . i $ M 4 h sia 

Son, Remember: an Essay on the Discipline of the Soul beyond 

the Grave, by the Rev, John Paul, BA. . š E 

Mythology and Popular Traditions of Scandinavia, North 

German and the Netherlands, by Benjamin ‘Thorpe, In 
ree vols, . 5 . 5 A a 5 
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Translated into English immediately from the originai 
Arabic, by George Sale . . . . : 10 6 

The Childhood of the World, by Edward Clodd, F.R.A.S. 
Special edition for Schools Á 


18 6 


’ i . 


CARTE DE VISITE PHOTOGRAPHS OF CELE- ` 
BRATED AMERICAN SPIRITUALISTS, 
Price One Shilling Each, 


3 Judge Edmonds; 2. Professor Wm. Denton: 3. Miss Lizzie 
Deten; 4. Mr. Luther Colby: 6 Mr. Isaac B. Rich; 6. The late 
Mr. William White; 7. Dr. Frederick L. H. Willis; 8 Mr. J. M. 
Peebles; 9. Mr. A. J. Davis; 10. Mrs. Conant, . 

CARTE DE VISITE PORTRAITS OF MR. HENRY 
WARD BEECHER (who is not a Spiritualist), 1s, each. 


TRACTS AND PAMPHLETS, 
WHAT IS SPIRITUALISM? by Thomas Gales 
Forster. A useful Lract for Inquirers. 
THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS REALISED, by A. D. 


Newton. 1s. 
THE LIFE OF WILLIAM DENTON, by J. H. 
owell, 1s. 
TWENTY YEARS ON THE WING; a Narrative of 
the Travels and Labours of a Missionary Spiritualist, by the Rev. 
J. Murray Spear. 1s. 


MEDIUMS AND MEDIUMSHIP, by Thomas R. 
azard. 6d. 
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OLAIMS OF SPIRITUALISM; a Narrative of Per- 
sonal Experfences in the Investigation of Spiritualism, by a 
Gentleman of Education and Religious Culture. 1s. 

MESMERISM AND ITS HEALING POWER by 
Adol, hus Didier, 2s, 

THE PROVINCE OF PSYCHOLOGY. By Mr. Ser- 
jeant Cox. 1s. i n 
WHY I AM A SPIRITUALIST, AND WHY I AM 
NOT ORTHODOX, by J. B. Angell. Judge Edmonds nys of 
this little pamphlet: * There is in it a good deal of genuine 

good feeling, sound common sense, and deep thought.” êd. 

REVIVALS, THEIR CAUSH AND CURE, by 
Mudson Tuttle. 2d, 

SPIRITUALISM; ITS CAUSES AND EFFECTS, 
by Baron Direkinck-Holmfeld. 6d. 

TUG DAY OF PENTECOST, AND ITS PHENO- 
MENA, by F. R. Young 6d. 

CONCERNING MIRACLES, by Thomas Brevior. 8d, 


ALL ABOUT CHARLES H. FORSTER, THE 
WONDERFUL MEDIUM. 2s. 

ORDEAL OF LIFE, Given Psychometrically through 
the mediumship of Dr. C. Gunnell. 23, 

MEDIUMSHIP, ITS LAWS AND CONDITIONS, 
by J. Il. Powell. 1s. 

AGASSIZ AND SPIRITUALISM, by Allen Putnam. 


1s 

THE GIST OF SPIRITUALISM. A course of five 
Lectures. By Warren Chase, 2s. 

MESMERISM, SPIRITUALISM, WITCHCRAFT, 
AND MIRACLE, by Allen Putnam. _ 1s. 6d. dey 
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THE ROAD TO SPIRITUALISM by Dr. R P.. 
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e 
HE GREAT QUESTION OF THE DAY. 
How to Prevent Premature Death from Disease, or 

Prevention of the Propagation of Infectious Diseases. Startling 

True. 
Paw long are we to be left in sanitary matters at the mercy 
of the ignorant and careless? The Times states that 100,000 
cases annually of illness from typhoid fever alone may be set 
down as preventable. Upwards of 590,000 persons have died 
of this preventable disease since the death of PRINCE 
ALBERT THE GREAT AND GOOD. Under the Mosaic 
law the nations were in a higher position iu sanitary matters 
than the world to-day, while their appliances were rude in 
comparison to ours. 


'TNQUESTS.— A STARTLING ARRAY OF 


PREVENTABLE DEATH.—Why should Fever, that vile 
slayer of millions of the human race, not be as much and more 
hunted up, and its career stopped, as the solitary wretch who 
causes his fellow a violent death? The murderer, as he is 
called, is quickly made example of by the law. Fevers are 
almost universally acknowledged to be preventable diseases; 
how is it that they are allowed to level their thousands every 
year, and millions to suffer almost without protest? The most 
ordinary observer must be struck with the huge blunder. 
WHO'S TO BLAME? For the means of preventing prema- 
ture death from disease read a large illustrated sheet given 
with each hottle of ENO’S FRUIT SALT; the information is 
invaluable. The Fruit Salt (one of nature's own products) 
keeps the blood pure, and is thus of itself one of the most 
valuable means of keeping the blood free from fevers and 
blood poisons, liver complaints, &c,, ever discovered, As a 
means of preserving and restoring health it is unequalled; and 
it is, moreover, a pleasant, refreshing, and invigorating 
beverage. After a patient and careful observation of its effects 
when used, I have no hesitation in stating that, if its GREAT 
VALUE in keeping the body healthy was universally known, 
not a household in the land would be without it, nor a single 
travelling trunk or portmanteau but would contain it, 


NO’S FRUIT SALT,—A gentleman writes :— 

“In cases of bilious headaches, followed by severe 

attacks of fever, ENO’S FRUIT SALT has acted like a charm 

when all other treatment failed, The day is not far distant 

when the neglect of its use in all fevers and diseases resulting 

from poisoned blood will be considered criminal.”—See 
Stomach and its Trials, 10th edition, post free 14 stamps. 


What every TRAVELLING TRUNK and 


OUSEHOLD IN THE WORLD ought to 
contain-—a bottle of ENO’S FRUIT SALT. 
Without such a simple precaution the JEOPARDY of life is 
immensely increased. 


As a HEALTH-GIVING, REFRESHING, COOLING, and 
INVIGORATING BEVERAGE, or as a GENTLE LAXA- 
TIVE and TONIC in the VARIOUS FORMS of INDIGES- 


TION, use 
ENO’S FRUIT SALT 
(PREPARED FROM SOUND RIPE FRUIT). 


It is the best preventive and cure for all Functional Derange- 
ments of the Liver, Temporary Congestion arising from Alco- 
holic Beverages, Biliousness, Sick Headache, Skin Eruptions, 
Impure Blood, Pimples on the Face, Giddiness, Feverishness 
or Feverish Colds, Mental Depreasion, Want of Appetite, Con- 
stipation, Vomiting, Sea Sickness, Thirst, &c., and to remove 
the effects of Errors of Eating and Drinking; also Gouty or 
Bheumatic Poisons from the Blood, the neglect of which often 
results in Apoplexy, Heart Disease, and Sudden Death, 

Notwithstanding its medicinal value, the FRUIT SALT 
must be looked upon as essential as breathing fresh air, or as 
a simple and safe beverage under al? circumstances, and may 
be taken a8 a sparkling and refreshing draught in the same 
way as lemonade, soda water, potass water, &c., only it is much 
cheaper and better in every sense of the term, to an unlimited 
extent. Being a genuine product of nature, it isa true or natural 
way of restoring or presorving health. 


To Europeans who propose visiting or residing in HOT 
CLIMATES, I consider the FRUIT SALT to be an indispens- 
able necessary, for by its use the system is relieved of poisonous 
matter, the result of eatıng to nearly the same extent, and of 
too rich food, as they doin a colder country, while so much 
heat-making food is not required in the warmer climate. By 
keeping the system clear, tho Fruit Salt takes away the 
groundwork of malarious diseases, and all liver complaints, 
and neutralises poisonous matter. Out of a large number of 
Testimonials we select the following :— 

A M.D. (EDINB.) and M.B.C.S,, L A.O., London, writes :— 
“Iam much pleased with your Fruit Salt, haying tried it on 
myself. Your theory and remarks are most reasonable, 
Having nearly died of Typhoid, when studying at College, 
being the only one out of sixteen who recovered, I mean to go 
in well for purifying the blood, Though I am sixty-three, I 
have not the least doubt it will be very serviceable to me.” 

A Gentleman writes:—" I feel quite certain, if your FRUIT 
SALT was known in INDIA and the COLONIES, that the 
sale would not be limited to thousands of bottles per annum, 
but MANY MILLIONS. India alone would use more than 
all England.', 

“Your Fruit Salt is beyond all praise. I wish you would 
sell it here; it would make its own way by its own merit.”— 
tee Councillor-at-law, 20, Old State House, Boston, 

A lady writes: “Everything, medicine or food, ceased to 
act properly for at least three months hefore I commenced 
taking it; the little food T could take generally punished me or 
returned. My life was one of great suffering, so that I must 
have succumbed before long, To me and our family it has 
been a great earthly blessing. I feel I cannot say toc much 
for it. The least I can do is to do my best to make the Fruit 
Salt known to other sufferers, I am getting better rapidly, 
and expect to totally recover, after spending hundreds of 
pounds and travelling about for twelve years,” 

Messrs, Gibson and Son, Chemists, of Hexbam, say: “ Since 
we introduced your Fruit Salt at Hexham a few months ago, 
we have sold upwards of 1,000 bottles, and it gives general 
Ratisfaction, as customers who get it almost alway srecommend 
it to their friends. We have had numerous instances of its 
great cfficacy in the cure of bilious headaches, indigestion, or 
stomach complaints, &e,” 


“14, Rne dela Paix, Paris, Jan, 16, 1877. 


“A gentleman called in yesterday. He is a constant 
sufferer from Chronic Dyspepsia, and has taken all sorts of 
Mineral Waters. I recommended him to give your Salt a trial 
which he did, and received great benefit, He says he never 
knew what it was to be without pain until he tried your Salt, 
and for the future shall never be withoyt it in the house. 

“ M. BERAL.” 


SOLD BY ALL OHEMISTS, PRICE 28. 9d. AND 4s. 6d, 


Sole Agent Jor Paris~PHARMACIE DE BERAL, 14, RUE 
DE LA PAIX, 


SPIRITUALISM: 


New Works on its Phenomena, Philosophy, and 
Present Position. 


BY “M.A. (OXON)”. 


I HAVE been frequently asked to publish a book on Spirit- 
nalism. The facilities which I have enjoyed for personal 
investigation, my acquaintance with the literature of the 
subject and with prominent workers in it, and the attention 
that I have paid to the investigation of its various phases, have 
seemed to many to fit me for such a daty. 

It is easier asked than done, A book on Spiritualism, if it 
did but sketch the subject, should be very voluminous; and, 
when written, it would be found to omit more than it dis- 
cussed or recorded, I cannot write such a book; nor do I 
think it desirable that any such attempt should be made in the 
present state of our knowledge. 

But I do think it very important that any person who has 
special facilities for observation should use them, and record 
their results as best he can. In this belief, I have kept careful 
records of what I have seen, and from time to time have pub- 
lished Essays and Reviews on the published opinions of others. 
I have also printed a number of chapters of Personal Research 
in the Phenomena and Philosophy of Spiritualism, and have 
selected, from a mass that have been automatically written out, 
certain Spirit-teachings. ` 

I propose to collect and complete these works. 

First, I wish to print a volume of EssAys and REVIEWS, 
It will contain, in addition to a number of Reviews of works 
of standard American authors—Oleott, Sargent, Tuttle, 
Crowell, and others—and a long Essay on the Transcorporeal 
Action of Spirit, which haye already appeared, much original 
matter not yet published. A special feature of the book will 
be the introduction to general readers of the best books on 
Modern Spiritualism. à 

The volume will be published at 10s. if sufficient names are 
enrolled as subscribers to show that such a book is wanted, 
and will pay expenses. I.decline pecuniary risk. 

I propose hereafter (but not now) to issue two other works, 
—one “SPIRIT TEACHINGS,” dealing with the religious aspect 
of the question; the other, “ RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA 
AND PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRITUALISM,” dealing with the whole 
subject in its experimental phases, and with the theory and 
philosophy of it, These will come in due time if they find 
a place. 

For the present I put forward only ‘Essays AND REVIEWS,” 

The following friends have kindly formed themselves into a 
committee with a view of carrying out business arrangements, 
Those to whose name * is prefixed will receive names of 
Subscribers, and Mr. Percival, the Treasurer, will receive 
subscriptions as they become dne, 

Details of publication will be given when it becomes clear 
that the book will meet a demand. Unless a sufficient number 
of coples—about 500—be subscribed for I shall consider that 
it is not wise to print. 

I respectfully beg that no business letters may be sent to 
me, as my time is already overtaxed, 

“M.A, (OXON,),” 


Names of Committee. 
*Mrs. Makdougall Gregory, 21, Green-street, Grosvenor-sq., W. 
Mrs. Fitz-gerald, 19, Cambridge-street, Hyde Park, W. 
*Mrs. Tebh, 7, Albert-road, Regent's Park, N.W. 
*8. T. Speer, Esq., 13, Alexandra-road, N.W. 
*C, C. Massey, Esq., 96, Portland-place, W. 
T, Shorter, Esq , 23, Prince of Wales’-road, N.W. 
*B, Coleman, Esq, 1, Bernard-villas, Central-hill, Upper 
Norwood. 
F. W. Percival, Esq., 15, Conduit-street, Bond-street, W., 
Treasurer, to whom all Names are to be sent in, 
together with all subscriptions when payable, 


Subscribers who do not wish their names to be published, 
should inform Mr. Percival to that effect. 


HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES AT 
HOME. 


Inquirers into the phenomena of Spiritualism should begin 
by forming circles in their own homes, with no Spiritualist or 
professional medium present. Should no results be obtained 
on the first occasion, try again with other sitters, One or 
more persons nossessing medial powers without knowing it 
are to be found in nearly every household. 

Let the room be of a comfortable temperature, but cool 
rather than warm—let arrangements be made that nobody 
shall enter it, and that there shall be no interruption for one 
hour during the sitting of the circle. 

Let the circle consist of four, five, or six indiyiduais, about 
the same number of each sex. Sit round an uncovered 
wooden table, with all the palms of the hands in contact with 
its top surface. Whether the hands touch each other or not 
is usually of no importance. Any table will do, just large 
enough to conveniently accommodate the sitters. The re- 
moval of a hand from the table for a few seconds does no 
harm, but when one of the sitters breaks the circle by leaving 
the table it sometimes, but not always, considerably delays the 
manifestations, 

Before the sitting begins, place some pointed lead-pencils 
and some sheets of clean writing paper on the table, to write 
down any communications that may be obtained. 

People who do not like each other should not sit in the same 
circle, for such a want of harmony tends to prevent manifes- 
tations, except with well-developod physical mediums; it is 
not yet known why. Belief or unbelief has no influence on 
the manifestations, but an acrid feeling against them is fre- 
quently found to be a weakening infiuence. 

Before the manifestations begin, it is well to engage in 
general conversation or in singing, and it is best that neither 
should be of a frivolous nature. 

The first symptom of the invisible power at work is often a 
feeling like a cool wind sweeping over the hands. The first 
manifestations will probably be table tiltings or raps, 

When motions of the table or sounds are produced freely, to 
avoid confusion let one person only speak; he should talk to 
the table as to anintelligent being. Let him tell the table that 
three tilts or raps mean “ Yes,” one means “No,” and two 
mean “Doubtful,” and ask whether the arrangement is 'under- 
stood, If three signals be given in answer, then say, “If I 
speak the letters of the alphabet slowly, will you signal every 
time I come to the letter you want, and spell us out a mes- 
sage?” Should three signals be given, set to work on the 
plan proposed, and from this time an intelligent system of 
2ommunication is established. 

Afterwards the question should be put, “Are we sitting in the 
right order to get the best manifestations?” Probably some 
members of the circle will then be told to change seats with 
each other, and the signals will afterwards be strengthened. 
Next ask ‘‘ Who is the medium?" When the intelligence 
asserts itself to be related or known to anybody present, well- 
chosen questions should be put to test the accuracy of the 
etatements, as the alleged spirits are found to exhibit all the 
yirtues and all the failings of humanity. 
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